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(Victoria). Victoria will have 
50 aircra� strategically placed 
across the state over the 
summer season to assist 
figh�ng fires and help keep 
communi�es safe.

Minister for Emergency 
Services Jaclyn Symes today 
announced the 2021-22 aircra� 
fleet arrangements, which 
includes a mix of firebombing 
aircra�, air supervision and 
airborne informa�on gathering 
aircra�.

There is greater flexibility 
and firebombing capacity in this 
year’s fleet compared to 
previous years, with higher 
speed aircra� and increased 
carrying capacity. These 
enhancements provide a more 
modern fixed-wing and helicop-
ter fleet, with technologically 
advanced systems.

There are several new 
addi�ons to the fleet this 
summer, including a CH47 
Chinook with a capacity of 
11,000lts, and a larger capacity 
Aircrane capable of holding 
9000lts, and a Super Puma with 
a tank of up to 4000lts.

Victoria will have two Large 
Air Tankers (LAT) based at 
Avalon Airport, one of which 

will be shared with Queensland 
and will be based in Victoria for 
our peak summer period.

The new LAT Q400 can carry 
10,000lt of water or retardant 
and has fast dispatch and turn 
around �mes. It also has short 
take off and landing capabili�es 
making it more agile to move 
around the state, in line with 
changing risk.

It can also operate from small-
er regional airports as it requires 
less room for take-off and 
landing, making it more agile to 
move around the state, in line 
with changing risk.

The Night Fire Avia�on 
Program will con�nue this 
summer with the Chinook, our 
highest capacity helicopter, with a 
con�nued focus on ini�al a�ack 
and keeping small fires small. The 
Chinook can operate through the 
ho�est part of the day and can 
con�nue into the night, to give 
firefighters the best chance to put 
fires out.

The Victorian fleet will con�n-
ue to provide immediate 
response in the early stages
of fires and support firefighters 
on the ground to keep
communi�es safe.

Quote a�ributable to Minister 
for Emergency Services Jaclyn 
Symes

“These aircra� are always a 
cri�cal weapon in our firefighters’ 
arsenal during summer, ensuring 
that Victoria has the strongest 
possible fire response each year 
as we head into the fire season.”

Quote a�ributable to Minister 

(Sydney) While vaccina�ons 
are safe, effec�ve and saving 
lives around the world against 
Covid, wearing masks is the most 
effec�ve public health measure 
that can reduce the incidence of 
the deadly infec�ous disease by 
more than half, according to a 
study.

The study led by an interna-
�onal team of researchers from 
Australia, the UK and China 
conducted a systema�c review 
and meta-analysis of non-phar-
maceu�cal interven�ons show-
ing for the first �me that mask 
wearing, social distancing and 
handwashing are all effec�ve 
measures at curbing cases -- with 
mask wearing the most effec�ve.

Researchers at Monash 
University and the University of 
Edinburgh analysed more than 
30 studies from around the 
world and found a sta�s�cally 
significant 53 per cent reduc�on 
in the incidence of Covid with 
mask wearing; a 25 per cent 
reduc�on with physical distanc-
ing. Handwashing also indicated 
a substan�al 53 per cent reduc-
�on in Covid incidence.

"This systema�c review and 
meta-analysis suggests that 
several personal protec�ve and 
social measures, including hand-
washing, mask wearing, and 
physical distancing are associat-
ed with reduc�ons in the 
incidence Covid-19," the 

Wearing mask can reduce Covid infec�on by 53%: Study
researchers wrote in the paper 
published in the BMJ.

The findings come as several 
countries have loosened mask-
ing requirements, ci�ng vaccine 
efficacy. But experts have 
warned against li�ing mask 
mandates. Although vaccines 
have proved to be safe and effec-
�ve, yet most vaccines do not 
confer 100 per cent protec�on. 
Moreover, it is also not known 
how vaccines will prevent future 
transmission of SARS-CoV-2, 
given emerging variants.

Un�l herd immunity to 
Covid-19 is reached, regardless 
of the already proven high vacci-
na�on rates, public health 

preven�ve strategies are likely to 
remain as first choice measures 
in disease preven�on, par�cular-
ly in places with a low uptake of 
Covid-19 vaccina�on, the 
researchers said.

"Public health efforts to 
implement public health meas-
ures should consider community 
health and socio-cultural needs, 
and future research is needed to 
be�er understand the effec�ve-
ness of public health measures in 
the context of covid-19 vaccina-
�on," they noted.

A compara�ve study in the 
Hong Kong reported a sta�s�cal-
ly significant lower cumula�ve 
incidence of Covid-19 associated 

with mask wearing than in 
selected countries where mask 
wearing was not mandatory.

Similarly, another natural 
experiment involving 15 US 
states reported a 2 per cent 
sta�s�cally significant daily 
decrease in Covid-19 transmis-
sion more than 21 days a�er 
mask wearing became mandato-
ry, whereas a cross sec�onal 
study reported that a 10 per cent 
increase in self-reported mask 
wearing was associated with 
greater odds for control of 
SARS-CoV-2 transmission. As 
reported by IANS. 

More Capacity And A Faster Fleet To Keep Victorians Safe

for Energy, Environment and 
Climate Change Lily D’Ambrosio

"These extra resources are 
vital for protec�ng our environ-
ment and communi�es as we 
respond to the risk of bushfire in a 
changing climate."

Quote a�ributable to Emer-
gency Management Commission-
er Andrew Crisp.

“Our 50 aircra� will be strate-
gically placed across the state 
according to risk and we can 
move them quickly to respond to 
fires anywhere. I’m confident that 
this aerial firefigh�ng fleet will 
complement the great work that 
our firefighters do to keep our 
community safe.”
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BUSINESS LISTINGS02

COMPUTER REPAIRS
Laptop Repair Kingsgrove Sydney
Kingsgrove, New South Wales-2208
0280 812 555
Shortcut Computers Services Langwarrin Melbourne
Langwarrin, Victoria-3910  Contact : 417 524 606

HEALTH AND FITNESS
Kamal Basili Massage Therapy
Loca�on :   Dandenong North, Victoria-3175
Contact : 0412 114 796
Homoeopathy For Wellbeing
Loca�on : Blacktown, New South Wales-2148
Contact : 0286 083 128

ELECTRONICS AND GADGETS
Hawktrack GPS & CCTV Solu�ons
Loca�on : Minchinbury, New South Wales-2770
Contact : 0424 584 700
IBourne Electronics Melbourne
Cranbourne, Victoria-3977
0359 962 755

INTERIOR DECORATION
Akram Albarouki
Loca�on : Glen Waverley, Victoria-3150
Contact : '0410561569
Custom Force Interiors
Loca�on :  Laverton, Victoria-3026
Contact : 0383603031

INDIAN TRADES
Sharma Tailor Made Concrete Melbourne
Loca�on : St Albans, Victoria-3021
Contact : 0466 898 391
Slates n stones Melbourne
Loca�on :  Grovedale, Victoria-3216
Contact : 0385 108 717

BUILDERS AND RENOVATORS
Concrete Grinding Melbourne Wide
SOUTHBANK, Victoria-3006
0370180783
Cheapest Concrete Cu�ng Melbourne
ST ALBANS, Victoria-3021  Contact : 0390213753
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Melbourne, (TAIE). The 
Andrews Labor Government is 
ensuring more people have the 
stability of a home and signifi-
cant value increases from 
government rezoning decisions 
are shared with the community, 
thanks to landmark reforms 
which passed the Victorian 
Parliament today.

Victorians will have access to 
more affordable rental housing 
through the Build to Rent 
scheme, which will provide 
incen�ves for investors to build 
rental proper�es.

Build-to-Rent provides a new 
approach to residen�al housing, 
where proper�es in a develop-
ment are designed to be held for 
rental over the long term.

Eligible developments 
completed and opera�onal 
between 1 January 2021 and 31 
December 2031 will receive the 
50 per cent land tax discount and 

Victoria, (TAIE). Victoria is 
powering towards its renewable 
energy target with more than 1 
gigawa� of energy capacity 
coming from solar panels 
installed through the Solar 
Homes Program − that’s three 
million panels powering more 
than 165,000 Victorian homes.

Minister for Solar Homes Lily 
D’Ambrosio announced the 
milestone today – the direct 
result of the Andrews Labor 
Government’s unprecedented 
$1.3 billion investment in the 
program.

The program is making a vital 
contribu�on to the state's ambi-
�ous target of halving emissions 
by 2030, all while suppor�ng 
the crea�on of more than 5000 
jobs. In some parts of Victoria, 
installa�ons under the Solar 
Homes Program have increased 

full exemp�on from the Absen-
tee Owner Surcharge (AOS) for 
up to 30 years.

The Windfall Gains Tax also 
passed through the Legisla�ve 
Council, meaning significant 
value increases from rezoning 
decisions will be shared and 
Victorians will see greater 
transparency in the 
process.

The total value upli� 
from a rezoning 
decision will be taxed at 
50 per cent for 
windfalls above 
$500,000, with the tax 
phasing in from 
$100,000 – ensuring 
most land holders of 
rezoned land won‘t be 
affected.

Residen�al land 
which includes a home 
- including holiday 
homes and investment 

proper�es – will be exempted 
from the tax. It will not apply to 
any other increases in value, 
such as apprecia�on in property 
value over �me.

The new system will mean 
developers will pay taxes on 
proper�es which have sharp 
value rises overnight a�er 

planning decisions to rezone 
land. The profits can then be 
shared with Victorian communi-
�es and are used to fund the 
services and infrastructure these 
communi�es need.

Primary produc�on land that 
contains a home will also be 
exempted up to two hectares. 

Rezonings to most rural zones, or 
to a Public Land Zone, will be 
exempted.

Exemp�ons will also be 
provided for chari�es if the land 
con�nues to be used for charita-
ble purposes for the next fi�een 
years a�er a rezoning. The tax 
will start on 1 July, 2023.

The windfall gains tax will be 
calculated based on valua�ons 
undertaken by the Valuer-Gener-
al on the pre-rezoning and 
post-rezoning capital-improved 
values of land.

Treasurer Tim Pallas said“We 
want to ensure Victoria has a 
fairer tax system, with revenue 
from the windfall gains tax going 
back into Victorian schools, 
hospitals and public transport.”“-
This change will make the system 
more transparent and ensure the 
profits land bankers get from 
huge value increases are shared 
with the community.”

levels of household solar by 
more than 70 per cent.

In Metropolitan Melbourne, 
the top five suburbs with panels 
installed via the program are 
Tarneit, Craigieburn, Clyde 
North, Point Cook and Trugani-
na, whilst in the regions, Mildu-
ra and Shepparton are closely 
followed by Wodonga, Wanga-
ra�a and Wallan in the top five.

More than 40 per cent of 
homes in Tarneit and Truganina 
have solar panels – both 
through Solar Homes and 
through other providers. In 
Wangara�a, almost half the 
homes have solar, while Shep-
parton and Wodonga also come 
close with nearly 45 per cent of 
homes having installed solar.

Overall, the Solar Homes 
Program has increased the 
percentage of homes with solar 

from 14 per cent to 22 per cent.

According to Solar Victoria’s 
Voice of the Customer survey, 
71 per cent of respondents said 
they would not have installed 

More Housing And Fairer Rezonings
For Victorians

solar if it weren’t for the 
program’s rebate, which was 
introduced in 2018.

Recent data also shows more 
customers are choosing larger 

systems – over the past two 
months, the average installed 
system size has been just over 
7kW, up from 5.7kW when the 
program first started.

Top 10 Solar Places Helping Us Reach Clean Energy Future
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Panaji, Former Goa Chief 
Minister and Trinamool Congress 
na�onal vice president Luizinho 
Faleiro on Thursday rebu�ed 
Congress's allega�ons that he 
joined the West Bengal-based 
poli�cal ou�it in September for 
"re�rement benefits".

Faleiro, who addressed a press 
conference in Panaji a�er filing 
his nomina�on for a Rajya Sabha 
seat from West Bengal, claimed 
that instead of re�rement, 

joining the Trinamool made him 
feel like he was "born again".

"Luizinho Faleiro has not come 
for a re�rement package, Luizin-
ho Faleiro is born again," he told 
reporters, when asked about a 
charge levelled by All India 
Congress Commi�ee Goa 
in-charge Dinesh Gundu Rao, 
that he quit the Congress in 
September this year for re�re-
ment benefits. "I have taken a 
new rebirth to fight the vultures 

China constructs new villages in Bhutan territory
New Delhi. China has 

constructed new villages in 
Bhutan territory near Doklam 
in the last one year, new satel-
lite images have revealed.

The images show that four 
villages were built by China's 
People's Libera�on Army 
(PLA) in about 100 sq.km. 
area between May 2020 and 
November 2021.

It seems that construc�on 
started at the same �me 
when the PLA had ingressed 
into Indian territory at mul�-
ple loca�ons in eastern 
Ladakh and the Sikkim sector.

The Doklam plateau was in 
the limelight in 2017 when 
the Indian Army and the 
China's PLA were locked in 

the stand-off for over 70 days. 
The Chinese had to retreat 
from the area a�er the Indian 
troops contested the plateau.

Doklam is an area of 100 
sq.km comprising a plateau 
and a valley at the tri-junc�on 
between India, China and 
Bhutan. It is circled by the 
Chumbi Valley of Tibet, 
Bhutan's Ha Valley and India's 
Sikkim.

In 2017, China was making 
infrastructural development 
work at Doklam to which 
India objected.

China then claimed that 
there was boundary dispute 
between Bhutan and China 
and to which India had
no claims.

However, India refuted and 
stood there matching the 
deployment of the Chinese 
troops for 73 days.

Last month, China and 
Bhutan signed a pact on a 
three-step roadmap to 
resolve their boundary 
disputes. In response, India 
said that "it has noted the 
development".

Boundary nego�a�ons 
between Bhutan and China 
began in 1984 and the two 
sides have held 24 rounds of 
boundary talks and 10 rounds 
of mee�ng at the expert 
group level.

Earlier, Bhutan had object-
ed several �mes to Chinese 
intrusion into their land.

Did not join Trinamool for re�rement benefits,
I feel born again: Luizinho Faleiro

Panaji. Former Defence Minister 
late Manohar Parrikar's son, 
Utpal, on Thursday reiterated 
his claim for a BJP �cket to 
contest his father's Assembly 

seat, Panaji, while also warning 
of tough decisions he might 
have to take in case the ruling 
party denies him the �cket.

"I have already 
said I have 
informed my 
party that I want 
to contest 
elec�ons from 
Panaji and I am 
confident that my 
party would give 
me a �cket," 
Utpal Parrikar
told reporters
in Panaji.

circling in the skies of Goa," he 
also said.

Faleiro also said that the 
Congress in Goa had no right to 
accuse the Trinamool Congress 
of trying to divide the "secular 
vote".

"What division are you talking 
about, you are in the wholesale 
business of not only selling votes 
but selling MLAs. What right do 
you have to tell the people 'give 
us votes'? These people 

(Congress) are not the custodian 
of secular votes," Faleiro said.

"Trinamool has not come here 
to divide votes. Trinamool has 
come to Goa to ensure that 
Goans get a good voice in Parlia-
ment and a good governance, 
which they richly deserve," he 
added.

Faleiro also said that for the 
upcoming Assembly polls, the 
Trinamool would focus on the 
Goa model and not import a 

model, either from Delhi or 
Gujarat or West Bengal.

The BJP, however, has said that 
the decision on fielding him 
from Panjim will be taken a�er 
assessing the ground reports.

Utpal also met several support-
ers and wellwishers at the 
Mahalaxmi temple in the state 
capital on the occasion of his 
birthday.

When asked if he would contest 
the polls as an independent if he 
is denied a �cket, Utpal said: "I 
do not want to speak about this 
now. Manohar Parrikar did not 
get anything in life easily and I 
too will have to work hard and I 
may have to take some tough 

decisions. I have asked the 
goddess for strength towards 
that end".

"...throughout Goa there are 
workers who had belief in Bhai. I 
will source strength from them," 
he also said.

"I will also stay within the BJP 
(and fight it out). When the �me 
comes to take a decision, I will 
listen to the people. I have told 
the party and the party will give 
me (�cket). I am confident 
about it," he further said, 
adding that he would not spell 
out his future strategy just yet.

Utpal was �pped to get the 
Panaji Assembly bypoll �cket 
a�er his father's demise in 2019, 
however he was sidelined in 
favour of Sidharth Kuncalienkar, 
a Parrikar aide. Kuncalienkar, 
who contested the Panaji bypoll 
on a BJP �cket, however, lost the 
elec�on to Congress' Atanasio 
Monserrate, who months later 
however, joined the Bhara�ya 
Janata Party.

A disillusioned Utpal had subse-
quently said that the Goa BJP 
had diverted from the path laid 
down by his father, a former 
Chief Minister, a�er his death.

 Manohar Parrikar's son reiterates claim for BJP �cket for Goa polls
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Conduct of lawmakers should be in line with Indian values: PM

New Delhi, The number of 
fully vaccinated individuals 
against COVID-19 has surpassed 
the par�ally vaccinated eligible 
popula�on for the first �me in 
the country, Union Health Minis-
ter Mansukh Mandaviya said on 
Wednesday.

This feat has been made possi-
ble due to the prime minister's 
vision of 'Jan-Bhagidari' and 
Whole of Government Approach 
, people's faith and confidence in 
the government, and the ongo-
ing 'Har Ghar Dastak' campaign 
which has seen a tremendous 
response from various parts of 
the country, Mandaviya said.

"In a significant achievement to 
the na�onwide vaccina�on cover-
age for the country, for the first 

�me the number of fully vaccinat-
ed individuals has surpassed those 
who have been administered
only a single dose of vaccine," the 
minister said in a statement.

The country has in total 
administered over 113.68 crore 
doses, according to the provi-
sional report at 7 am.

This has been achieved 
through 1,16,73,459 sessions. 
Out of which, 75,57,24,081
doses were administered as the 
first dose and 38,11,55,604
doses were administered as 
second dose. The number of
fully vaccinated individuals 
(38,11,55,604) exceeds those 
who have been administered a 
single dose (37,45,68,477), the 
minister said.

New Delhi, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Wednesday 
emphasised the need for every-
one from parliamentarians to 
the common man to give prima-
cy to their du�es, saying this is 
the mantra to speed up India's 
development by many �mes 
from the pace it has grown since 
Independence.

Addressing the inaugural 
session of the 82nd All India 
Presiding Officers' Conference 
virtually, he also called for collec-
�ve efforts, including from 
states, to take the country to 
new heights of progress and 
cited the fight against COVID-19 
as a "historic" example of 'sabka 
prayas' (everyone's effort).

With Parliament o�en 

witnessing disrup�ons over a 
variety of issues, Modi said 
conduct of lawmakers should be 
in line with Indian values.

Tradi�ons and systems of the 
Houses of our legislatures should 
be inherently Indian, he said, 
pitching for policies and laws to 
strengthen the sen�ment of Ek 
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat' .

The prime minister also 
pushed the idea of having a 
separate �me for quality and 
healthy debates in legislatures 
which should be serious, digni-
fied and devoid of poli�cal 
potshots at others.

In a way, it should be
a "healthy �me" for House,
he said.

The prime minister also said 
that democracy is not merely a 
system for India but it is its nature.

No�ng that the next 25 years 
are very important for the coun-
try as it heads towards the 
centenary of its Independence, 
he urged Parliament and state 
legislatures and their members 
to give "top priority" to their 
du�es in their words, conduct 
and work which will impact 
ci�zens na�onwide.

"Next 25 years are very impor-
tant for India. During this, can we 
with full strength dedica�on and 
response execute one mantra? 
In my view that mantra is duty, 
duty and duty," he said.

He also asserted that it is our 
legislatures' responsibility to be 

New Delhi. Debates on TV 
news channels are causing more 
pollu�on than anybody with 
statements made in the court 
being taken out of context, the 
Supreme Court said on 
Wednesday.

A bench headed by Chief 
Jus�ce N V Ramana said 
everyone has their own agenda 
and statements are taken out of 
context in these debates.

"You want to use some issue, 
make us observe and then make 
it controversial, and then only 
blame games will remain..," 

observed the bench also 
comprising Jus�ces D Y 
Chandrachud and Surya Kant.

"Debates on TV are crea�ng 
more pollu�on than anybody. 
They don't understand what is 
happening and what is the issue. 
Statements are taken out of 
context. Everyone has their own 
agenda. We can't help and we 
can't control. We are focussing on 
working out the solu�on," it said.

The apex court's observa�ons 
came while hearing a plea 
rela�ng to air pollu�on in Delhi 
and adjoining areas.

The oral remarks came in 
response to the submission of 
senior advocate Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi, appearing for the Delhi 
government, that stubble 
burning was one of the 
contributors of the air pollu�on 
which needs to be addressed 
and referred to the Centre's 
figures on the issue.

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta referred to the television 
debates and said they claimed 
that he had misled the top court 
on the contribu�on of stubble 
burning to air pollu�on.

Number of people fully vaccinated against COVID-19 surpasses those par�ally vaccinated

"I watched some 
irresponsible and nasty 
u�erances on TV media against 
me that I misled the court on the 
ques�on of stubble burning by 
showing that its contribu�on is 
only 4 to 7 per cent. Let me 
clarify," SG said.

The top court, however, said: 
"We were not misled at all. You 
said 10 per cent but it was 
pointed out in the affidavit that it 
was 30 to 40 per cent.

"This type of cri�cism is 
bound to happen when we are 

holding public offices. We are 
clear, our conscience is clear, 
forget about all this. These kinds 
of cri�cisms keep happening. 
Our conscience is clear and we 
work for the be�erment of 
society," the bench said.

The plea has been filed by 
environmental ac�vist Aditya 
Dubey and law student Aman 
Banka, who sought direc�ons to 
provide stubble-removing 
machines to small and marginal 
farmers for free.

The Union Health Minister 
congratulated the collec�ve spirit 
of the country on this achieve-
ment.

In a tweet, he appealed to all 
eligible ci�zens to get vaccinated.

We will win the ba�le against 
COVID-19 together, he stated.

The Union Health Minister 
expressed confidence that the 
country will have vaccinated 
every Indian by the end of the 
month-long 'Har Ghar Dastak' 
campaign, according to the 
statement.

The staunch poli�cal commit-
ment of the Government of India 
to protect every ci�zen from 
COVID-19 through vaccina�on 
has enabled the na�onwide 

COVID-19 vaccina�on drive to 
achieve several feats ever since 
its incep�on on January 16, 2021.

"The na�on achieved the 
dis�nc�on of having adminis-
tered 100 crore doses on 
October 21. Subsequently, the 
prime minister gave a clarion call 
and launched the 'Har Ghar 
Dastak' campaign on November 
3 to knock at every door and 
reach out to every household 
and immunise every ci�zen 
against COVID-19 in the spirit of 
Antyodaya , Mandaviya said.

The month-long 'Har Ghar 
Dastak' vaccina�on campaign 
aims to ensure that all the adult 
popula�on is covered with the 
first dose of vaccine, while those 

who are due for the second 
doses are mo�vated to take the 
second dose.

Healthcare workers are 
conduc�ng door-to-door 
vaccina�ons of eligible people 
across India with a special focus 
on districts where less than 50 
per cent of the eligible popula-
�on has been vaccinated, the 
statement said.

The Union Health Minister 
also assured people that there 
was no shortage of vaccine doses 
in the country and urged them to 
come forward for the second 
dose, and mo�vate those in their 
family and community to take both 
the doses. As reported by PTI. 

vigilant about any discordant 
voice about the country's unity 
and integrity.

It is our unity that preserves 
our diversity, he added.

In the thousands of years of 
development, people have come 
to realise that in the midst of 
diversity, flows the grand, divine 
and unbroken stream of unity, 
and this unbroken stream of 
unity nourishes and preserves 
our diversity, he said.

No�ng that lawmakers are 
associated mostly with poli�cs, 
Modi proposed whether a few 
days days in a year can be 
demarcated in legislatures for 
them to do something special for 
the society, tell the country 
about this aspect of their social 
life as well.

He also gave the idea of 
??'One Na�on One Legisla�ve 
Pla�orm', a portal that not only 
gives the necessary technologi-
cal boost to our parliamentary 
system, but also works to 
connect all the democra�c units 
of the country.

The All India Presiding 
Officers' Conference (AIPOC), 
the apex body of the Legislatures 
in India, is celebra�ng its 100th 
year in 2021.

To commemorate the centen-
nial year, the conference is being 
held in Shimla on November 
17-18.

The first conference was also 
held in Shimla in 1921. As report-
ed by PTI. 

TV debates causing more pollu�on than anybody, says SC
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Victoria, (TAIE). A 
program of works to 
improve reliability and 
passenger experience on 
Melbourne’s iconic tram 
fleet has passed the 
halfway mark, boos�ng 
employment and injec�ng 
money into the local manu-
facturing economy.

The 250th tram upgrade 
was completed by Yarra 
Trams and Downer, as part 
of the Andrews Labor Gov-
ernment’s $230 million 
program to refurbish 
nearly 450 trams across 
Melbourne.

Approximately 130 jobs 
have been created at 
Downer to deliver the 

Major Tram
Upgrade
Program
Passes

Halfway
Mark

six-year program, including 
staff who transi�oned from 
the automo�ve and 
defence sectors, and five 
new appren�ce posi�ons.

Jobs are also being 
supported in the supply 
chain with more than 50 
local suppliers providing 
materials and services.

The tram refurbishments 
include an overhaul of 
mechanical components to 
ensure reliability, structural 
repairs to remove and 
protect against corrosion, 
window replacements, 
newly upholstered seats 
where required, new floor-
ing and a repaint.

Regional
Victoria's

Unemployment
Rate nearing
new record

Victoria, (TAIE). The 
Andrews Labor 
Government is helping 
more Victorians find work, 
with new data out today 
showing near record low 
unemployment for 
regional Victoria.

The latest data from the 
Australian Bureau of 
Sta�s�cs shows regional 
Victoria’s unemployment 
rate is  3.3 per cent, well 
below the na�onal 
regional average of 4.2 
per cent.

In the three months to 
October 2021, the 
unemployment rate in 
Regional Victoria fell by 
0.3 percentage points and 
most areas of Regional 
Victoria experienced a 
decline in unemployment 
rates.

Ballarat was one of
the state’s strongest 
performers, experiencing 

a decline of 1.2 
percentage points to an 
unemployment rate of 2.7 
per cent. Unemployment 
in Bendigo was down 0.3 
per cent and the rate in 
Gippsland dropped 0.6 
per cent.

The figures also show 
that the regional 
unemployment rate is 
now half what it was 
when the Labor 
Government came to 
office, dropping from 6.6 
per cent in 2014 to 3.3 per 
cent today.

Since November 2014, 
regional Victoria’s growth 
has been the highest 
among regional areas 
across the states and with 
the further easing of 
restric�ons, Victoria’s 
economy is well placed to 
bounce back quickly.

The results show the 
Government is con�nuing 

on its four step fiscal 
strategy of crea�ng jobs, 
returning to an opera�ng 
cash surplus, returning to 
opera�ng surpluses then 
stabilising debt levels.

The most recent 
Deloi�e Access Economics 
(DAE) Business Outlook 
report predicted a rapid 
recovery for Victoria a�er 
reopening, with the State 
expected to regain ground 
at speed in 2022. 
Treasurer Tim Palla said 
“As the state reopens 
we‘re expecting job 
opportunities to continue 
to grow, bringing the 
security and certainty 
Victorians deserve.” 
“We’ve halved regional 
unemployment since 
coming into office, turning 
the Liberals and Nationals’ 
record of job losses on its 
head and creating work 
for thousands of people.”

The 250th tram to be 
upgraded has served Mel-
burnians well, with the 
B-Class tram having 
clocked up 1.7 million 
kilometres since it entered 
the network in 1993.

The upgrades come 
ahead of the biggest single 
investment in trams in 
decades, with the Labor 
Government inves�ng 
$1.48 billion through the 
2021/22 Victorian Budget 
to design and manufacture 
100 Next Genera�on Trams, 
to be housed at a new tram 
maintenance and stabling 
facility in Maidstone, in 
Melbourne’s West.
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Victoria. Victoria is on its way to 
becoming one of the most vaccinat-
ed places in the world, with nearly all 
remaining restric�ons to be li�ed 
statewide for fully vaccinated people 
from 11:59pm tonight.

With Victoria set to hit the 90 per 
cent double dose milestone for 
eligible people in the coming days, 
the Ac�ng Chief Health Officer has 
determined that almost all remain-
ing restric�ons in Victoria will ease 
from tonight – reaching Phase D of 
the Na�onal Plan.

From this coming weekend, fully 
vaccinated Victorians can hit the 
dance floor once again, there’ll be no 
limits in the home and no caps or 
density limits for cafés and restau-
rants.

The vaccinated economy will 
remain, as will masks in some high 
risk se�ngs – as both are important 
in reducing risk as we get back to 
normal.

All indoor and outdoor events 
with less than 30,000 fully vaccinat-
ed a�endees will be able to proceed 
with no special approval and outdoor 
events with 30,000 or more will only 
need to publish their COVIDSafe 
Plan.

Indoor venues – including 
stadiums that have a capacity of 
30,000 or more – will need to get a 
one-off approval of their COVIDSafe 
Plan from the Victorian Government.

In good news for summer sports 
fans, major events like the Boxing 

Day Test and the Australian Open will 
be able to proceed at fully capacity, 
subject to the approval of the MCG 
and Melbourne Park’s COVIDSafe 
Plan.

Masks will s�ll be required for 
primary school staff and visitors and 
for students in Years 3 to 6, for 
workers serving the public at 
hospitality venues, for workers and 
customers at indoor retail, for 
visitors and select workers in 
hospitals or care facili�es, and for 
people using public transport, 
taxi/rideshare and planes.

Unless our health services see a 
significant jump in hospitalisa�ons, 
customers for retail will no longer 
need to wear masks a�er 15 Decem-
ber - in line with NSW se�ngs.

High-risk work se�ngs such as 
correc�ons and meat, poultry and 
seafood processing will con�nue to 
require masks.

There will s�ll be mask require-
ments, density limits and caps in 
place for weddings, funerals, places 
of worship and other se�ngs if the 
vaccina�on status of a�endees is not 
being checked. The usual excep�ons 
will apply.

Non-essen�al retail se�ngs 
across Victoria will join the vaccinat-
ed economy and will only be open to 
Victorians who are fully vaccinated, 
under 12 years and two months, or 
have a valid exemp�on.

Thanks to Victoria’s vaccina�on 
rate, self-quaran�ne obliga�ons can 

New World-Class Clinical Trial Facility For Geelong

More Freedoms To Come As Victoria Hits 90 Per Cent Vax Rate

Geelong is set to host human 
clinical trials for 
ground-breaking medical 
research and to speed up the 
development of new 
treatments, backed by support 
from the Andrews Labor 
Government.

Minister for Innova�on, 
Medical Research and the 
Digital Economy Jaala Pulford 
today welcomed confirma�on 
that Australia’s largest clinical 
trials provider, Nucleus 
Network, has opened its first 
satellite clinic and is recrui�ng 
trial par�cipants in Geelong.

Established in 2004 by Baker 
IDI Heart and Diabetes Ins�tute 
with an $8 million Victorian 
Government investment, 

Nucleus Network has grown to 
become a highly successful 
company with global impact.

The Geelong world-class 
clinical trial facility will give 
regional residents the 
opportunity to a�end 
appointments locally to 
determine their eligibility for a 
study — as well as allowing 
convenient post-study 
follow-up visits.

The clinic is conduc�ng trials 
including a treatment for 
central nervous system 
diseases such as Mul�ple 
Sclerosis and CNS lymphoma 
and a poten�al new treatment 
for non-cys�c fibrosis 
bronchiectasis.

be reduced across the board for 
COVID-19 cases and fully-vaccinated 
contacts. Victorians who test posi�ve 
will be further empowered to take 
ac�on and protect others, with 
simple advice and guidance to help 
them inform their ‘social contacts’ 
on what to do.

From 11:59pm tonight, the vast 
majority of people who come into 
contact with a confirmed posi�ve 
case outside their home won’t have 
to self-quaran�ne. These contacts 
will be required to get a standard 
(PCR) test and isolate un�l they get a 
nega�ve result.

This means exposure in places like 
offices, restaurants or nightclubs 
won’t automa�cally result in quaran-
�ne for the patrons or staff, who 
previously would have been 
designated Primary Close Contacts at 
Tier 1 exposure sites.

However, the Department of 
Health will con�nue to manage 
emerging outbreaks of concern and 
‘superspreader events’ and can 
impose a quaran�ne period on 
contacts on a case-by-case basis, 
depending on evidence.

Nucleus Network also has 
facili�es in Melbourne, 
Brisbane and Minneapolis in 
the United States, and runs 
clinical trials for some of the 
biggest pharmaceu�cal 
companies in the world 
including US-based 
biotechnology company, 
Novavax, for which it ran 
COVID-19 vaccine trials in 
Australia earlier this year.

Clinical trials held in Victoria 
contribute more than $300 
million annually to the state’s 
economy.

In the past year, the 
Government has invested more 
than $590 million in medical 
research – including up to $400 
million for a new Australian 

Cases are required to no�fy their 
workplace, school or childcare about 
their posi�ve result. Once informed 
by the case, workplaces will also 
have to iden�fy and no�fy employ-
ees and sub-contractors – but not 
customers – who were exposed to 
advise them to get tested.

Schools/childcare will also 
iden�fy and inform staff and student 
contacts.

School and workplace contacts 
presen�ng to tes�ng centres for 
their PCR test will also be offered 
Victorian-funded rapid an�gen tests 
(RATs) for recommended use before 
entering sensi�ve se�ngs.

In good news for businesses, the 
changes effec�vely mean the end of 
mandatory deep cleaning, and the 
Departmental ‘clearance’ process. 
They will self-manage their exposure 
in line with public health guidance. 
However, COVIDSafe prac�ces are 
strongly encouraged and a COVID-
Safe plan is s�ll required.

Exposure sites will no longer be 
published. Instead, the Department 
will use the new alert func�on in the 
Service Victoria app to no�fy patrons 
of higher-risk venues where posi�ve 
cases have been present – such as 
restaurants, gyms and nightclubs – 
and advise them to get tested.

Individuals who test posi�ve are 
strongly recommended to tell the 
social contacts they have spent �me 
with and encourage them to get 
tested. The Department will not 

trace or manage these contacts. 
With a simple call-to-ac�on, the 
advice can move faster when the 
individual is empowered to do it 
among the people they know.

People who live with someone 
who has COVID-19 pose the highest 
transmission risk. Household 
contacts who have had more than 
four hours of contact with a case 
inside a household, accommoda�on 
or care se�ng must isolate for 7 days 
if fully vaccinated or 14 days if not 
fully vaccinated, with a PCR test 
required on day 0 and for release.

If children under 12 are house-
hold contacts, they will be consid-
ered fully vaccinated if everyone else 
in their household aged over 12 is 
fully vaccinated.

Workers exposed at work, and 
children who are exposed at school 
or early childhood centres, will need 
to show a nega�ve PCR test result to 
return to work or school – with 
recommended RAT tes�ng therea�er.

In addi�on to isola�on changes 
for contacts, people who have 
COVID-19 will be required to isolate 
for 10 days, instead of 14 days.

These considerable changes are 
recommended by Victoria’s public 
health experts based on Burnet 
Ins�tute modelling, behavioural 
insights and interna�onal experience 
– and are guided by the goal of an 
open, vaccinated society where both 
public health risks and social disrup-
�ons are minimised in a balanced way.

Ins�tute of Infec�ous Disease 
to lead the fight against future 
pandemics.

Quotes a�ributable to 
Minister for Innova�on, 
Medical Research and the 
Digital Economy Jaala Pulford

“ N e w 
t r e a t m e n t s 
would not be 
p o s s i b l e 
without clinical 
trials and 
N u c l e u s 
Network is one 
of our best 
interna�onal 
success stories 
– accelera�ng 
the transla�on 
of research 

into health outcomes that 
change and save lives.”

“Clinical trials are cri�cally 
important for pa�ents and the 
opening of this new facility in 
Geelong is boos�ng Victoria’s 
reputa�on as a sought-a�er 
loca�on for medical research.”
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London. The UK's Consumer 
Prices Index (CPI) soared by 4.2 per 
cent in the 12 months to October, 
hi�ng the highest pace since Novem-
ber 2011, the Office for Na�onal 
Sta�s�cs (ONS) said.

October's 4.2 per cent of annual 
growth rate, up from the 3.1 per cent 
rise recorded in the year to Septem-
ber, is more than double the Bank of 
England (BoE)'s 2 per cent target for 
infla�ons, reports Xinhua news 
agency ci�ng the ons AS SAYING.

Meanwhile, the CPI including 
owner occupiers' housing costs 
(CPIH) 12-month infla�on rate rose 
by 3.8 per cent in the 12 months to 
October 2021, up from 2.9 per cent in 
the year to September, said the ONS.

The largest upward contribu�on 
to the CPIH 12-month infla�on rate 
came from housing and household 
services, driven significantly by the 
price rises of electricity, gas and other 
fuels, said the ONS.

"Infla�on rose steeply in October 

to its highest rate in nearly a decade. 
This was driven by increased house-
hold energy bills due to the price cap 
hike, a rise in the cost of second-hand 
cars and fuel as well as higher prices 
in restaurants and hotels," said Grant 
Fitzner, chief economist at the ONS.

"Costs of goods produced by 
factories and the price of raw materi-
als have also risen substan�ally and 
are now at their highest rates for at 
least 10 years," Fitzner said.

Analysts said the surge of infla�on 
rate suggested that the possibility of 
the central bank raising interest rates 
in December increased.

Earlier this month, the BoE 
announced its decision to keep interest 
rates unchanged at 0.1 per cent despite 
widespread specula�on that it will 
raise rates to contain rising infla�on.

The BoE made two emergency 
cuts of base rate from 0.75 per cent 
to 0.1 per cent to support businesses 
and households since the Covid-19 
pandemic began.

Japan to spend record $488bn on economic s�mulus package

UK infla�on rate soared to near-decade high in Oct

Tokyo. Japan plans to spend a record 
55.7 trillion yen ($488 billion) on an 
economic s�mulus package, which is 
designed to help recover from the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, local media 
reported on Thursday.

The total package, including funds that 
do not lead to immediate spending, will 
be worth 78.9 trillion yen and is set to be 
approved by the Cabinet on Friday, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

The amount of the package has turned 
out to be larger than expected, as the 
government of Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida plans to increase support for 
households and companies.

The key measures in the package 
include handouts of 100,000 yen in cash 
and vouchers for children aged 18 or 
younger, wage hikes for nurses and care 
workers, and financial aid of up to 2.5 
million yen each for smaller companies 
suffering from the pandemic.

The Japanese government is hoping to 
pass a supplementary budget to fund the 
package in an extraordinary parliamenta-
ry session scheduled by the year-end, and 
the size of the budget is expected to be 
31.9trillion yen.
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Victoria, (TAIE). Torquay is 
an adorable seaside resort 
town known for being the 
gateway to the Great Ocean 
Road, but it’s well worth a 
visit in its own right: it's 
famous for its surf beaches, 
including the world famous 
Bells Beach, and if you visit 
during Easter you’ll be able to 
see some of the world’s best 
surfers in ac�on at the Bells 
Beach Rip Curl Pro.

The Surf Coast walk is a 
wonderful, relaxing journey, 
or you could just enjoy some 
sunbathing! If you’re in the 
mood for a roman�c holiday 
des�na�on, Torquay is 
perfect: the Surfcoast Co�ag-
es and Bells Estate Co�ages 
are adorable, and there’s 
plenty of tasty dining op�ons 
here.

From Torquay, many travel-
ers will con�nue onto the 
Australian Heritage-listed 
243-km Great Ocean Road, 

the backdrop for many an 
interna�onal car commercial 
with its gorgeous coastal and 
mountain views, charming 
towns like Apollo Bay, and yet 
more of the pris�ne 
white-sand beaches that 
Australia is rightly world-fa-
mous for.
Things to See and Do

Surf World Museum
Located at Surf City Plaza, 

Beach Road, Torquay and 
open from 9.00 am - 5.00 pm 
seven days a week, Surf 
World Museum, by its own 
admission, "celebrates the 
story of surfing". Opened in 
1993 the permanent exhibi-
�ons include The Board Room 
which provides a history of 
surf boards from "from solid 
�mber historic sur�oards, 
through hollow plywood, 
balsa and fibreglass, to the 
modern lightweight compos-
ite construc�on of
today’s high performance 

sur�oards";  the Australian 
Surfing Hall of Fame which 
not only records the history 
and achievement of Austral-
ia's greatest surfers but has 
sur�oards ridden by the 
surfing heroes; the Theatre 
offers regular screenings of 
some great surfing perfor-

mances by some of the cham-
pions of surf; the Life Surf 
Board Shaping area actually 
provides a real life experience 
where gi�ed sur�oard 
designers actually make surf 
boards while the public 
watches; Surf Culture 
celebrates the unique lifestyle 

associated with surfing and 
as Surf World explains "Along 
with sur�oards, historical 
images, artefacts, clothing, 
music and surf movies are all 
well represented in our surf 
culture area. 

As men�oned in aussie-
town.com and  the crazy tourist.

Torquay and the Great Ocean Road
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Bengaluru, (Aryavarth). 
The Birds and the Beasts 
declared war against each 
other. No compromise was 
possible, and so they went at 
it tooth and claw. It is said the 
quarrel grew out of the perse-
cu�on the race of Geese 
suffered at the teeth of the 
Fox family. The Beasts, too, 
had cause for fight. The Eagle 
was constantly pouncing on 
the Hare, and the Owl dined 
daily on Mice. It was a terrible 

ba�le. Many a Hare and many 
a Mouse died. Chickens and 
Geese fell by the score—and 
the victor always stopped for 
a feast. Now the Bat family 
had not openly joined either 
side. They were a very poli�-
cal race. So when they saw 
the Birds ge�ng the be�er of 
it, they were Birds for all 
there was in it. But when the 
�de of ba�le turned, they 
immediately sided with the 
Beasts. When the ba�le was 

over, the conduct of the Bats 
was discussed at the peace 
conference. Such deceit was 
unpardonable, and Birds and 
Beasts made common cause 
to drive out the Bats. And 
since then the Bat family 
hides in dark towers and 
deserted ruins, flying out only 
in the night. 

The decei�ul have no 
friends.

Astrology for the next week 19.11.2021 - 25.11.2021Astrology for the next week 19.11.2021 - 25.11.2021


THE BIRDS, THE BEASTS, AND THE BAT

Aries:  This week promises to 
be ac�ve and crea�ve. If you use 
the skills of the mind and 
percep�veness in your work, this 
is a very good �me to prove 
yourself and a�ract the boss's 
a�en�on. You'll have ideas that 
will turn out to be a bull's eye.

You will also want to develop 
your crea�ve interests, you will 
spend more �me on them. Over 
�me, they can bring financial 
benefits, especially if you work in 
pain�ng, sculpture or handicra�s. 
You will regain op�mism and faith 
in your strength.

You will find that it is worth 
devo�ng yourself to your passions, 
because they bring many tangible 
benefits.

Taurus:  This week promises to 
be ac�ve and crea�ve. If you use 
the skills of the mind and 
percep�veness in your work, this 
is a very good �me to prove 
yourself and a�ract the boss's 
a�en�on. You'll have ideas that 
will turn out to be a bull's eye.

You will also want to develop 
your crea�ve interests, you will 
spend more �me on them. Over 
�me, they can bring financial 
benefits, especially if you work in 
pain�ng, sculpture or handicra�s. 
You will regain op�mism and faith 
in your strength.

You will find that it is worth 
devo�ng yourself to your passions, 
because they bring many
tangible benefits.

Gemini:  You can count on your 
friends. Their support will be of 
great help both in professional 

ma�ers and in your personal life. 
This week you will have to ask 
other people for help. So let's 
trust people who have already 
proven themselves in ac�on. At 
work, your success will depend on 
the en�re group of employees. So 
you need to communicate well 
with them and act together. At 
home, there will be business to 
deal with and conflicts to resolve 
ease. And here it is also worth 
looking for support from rela�ves 
and friends.

Cancer: You will spend this 
week analyzing and evalua�ng 
yourself. You will try to make 
decisions, but you will not be 
en�rely sure if you are doing right. 
If you want to really make good 
changes in your life, be sure to talk 
to someone about your thoughts.

However, don't be too hard on 
yourself. Serious reflec�on takes 
�me, analysis and some�mes 
looking at it from a distance, from 
the outside. Meanwhile, it seems to 
you that you know everything best.

Not everyone sees you as you 
think. Express your opinions with 
sensi�vity, cau�on, do not be too 
harsh in your speech, because you 
can discourage people from you 
and you do not need enemies. 
Choose coopera�on and put your 
trust in those who have not been 
disappointed so far.

Leo: You will feel be�er, the 
amount of responsibili�es will 
decrease, which will bring a feeling 
of peace and fulfillment. You need 
rest. Enjoy every moment, spend 
more �me with family and friends.

Invite your friends to a joint 
evening or propose a joint trip 
with loved ones with whom you 
feel good. Give the people you 
meet a smile and kindness, which 
is especially useful at work. Take 
care of a smile, make it appear on 
your face as o�en as possible.

Virgo: There will be many 
opportuni�es for ac�on this week. 
Be vigilant and choose what's best 
for you. These can be situa�ons at 
work, sudden changes, addi�onal 
orders, it can be an opportunity to 
buy something, go on a trip, take 
advantage of discounts, etc.

You can nego�ate terms and 
prices, the stars are favorable to 
you. Make decisions, but also take 
into account the opinion of your 
loved ones. Don't underes�mate 
the children's needs.

Thanks to your friends you will 
be able to do something or 
achieve something. Your help will 
be very valuable. Thank them, 
suggest organizing a garden party 
or going out together for the 
weekend.

Libra:  Not everything can be 
done as planned. You will 
postpone some things for later. 
Don't worry about it now.

Try to take �me to rest. Take 
care of household chores. It is 
especially worth spending the 
weekend with the family, it can 
combine home chores with 
relaxa�on, e.g. in the garden or on 
a walk. You can spend �me with 
friends in an interes�ng way.

Offer a mee�ng, have fun 
together, make everyone feel 

good. You will prove to be a good 
organizer of family events.

Scorpio:  This week you may be 
feeling chaos in your life. Think 
about what is happening around 
you. Don't panic nor get angry, just 
change the way you act.

At home, share your 
responsibili�es with your partner, 
perhaps someone from your 
extended family may be able to 
help you, or ask your friends for 
help. Be firm at work, don't be 
afraid to demand something from 
others. Don't pretend to be 
someone other than you are.

By doing this, you will survive in 
the right a�tude un�l the end of 
the week. Make sure to rest on the 
weekend, but don't spend all day 
watching TV. It is worth taking 
advantage of what nature offers.

Sagi�arius: You will have a
lot of work this week. There will
be many things to do at home
and unexpected responsibili�es at 
work. You will be good at it at the 
beginning of the week, but then 
you will feel �red.

Try to plan everything wisely 
and make good use of every 
moment. Take �me to calm down 
to finish this week in good shape. 
Look for support from your loved 
ones.

Capricorn:  The stars are now 
conducive to travel, it will be safe 
and frui�ul. If you are going on 
vaca�on, you should have a good 
rest. This doesn't mean you can 
take risks.

Safety rules and common sense 
must always be used. If you are on 

a business trip, it will bring 
surprising results. Pay a�en�on to 
your children.

They may hide some problems 
because they are afraid or 
ashamed to admit them, and they 
will not cope without help. But 
don't push, don't scream, just 
watch and you'll see what's wrong. 
Be sure to help immediately, do 
not underes�mate even the 
smallest problem of your child.

Aquarius: Calmness, stabili
-za�on, rou�ne - such a week 
promises to be for you. In this 
monotony of everyday life, you 
may feel a li�le bored. However, 
you shouldn't waste your �me. 
Now you have the opportunity to 
take care of yourself and your 
loved ones. Get occupied with 
children, parents or people who 
need help with their daily chores. 
Maybe you can start doing charity.

Develop a hobby. The ac�ons 
you are taking now will give you a 
lot of sa�sfac�on, and in the near 
future, you may find it helpful in 
earning money.

Pisces: Everyone will want 
something from you. This situa�on 
will make you feel irritable, �red 
and even used. Try to distance 
yourself and take a deep breath.

Take care of yourself first and 
then of others. Carefully analyze 
the situa�on and help those who, 
in your opinion, need help the 
most. Do not overstrain yourself 
and do not neglect your du�es.

You have to find a happy 
medium, center �me to work
and rest.

Short Story -



19 NOV - 25 NOV, 2021 SPORTS12 The Australian Indian EXPRESS
English

Jaipur, (TAIE). A return to the 
Indian team for the T20 World 
Cup seems to have given a new 
lease of life to R Ashwin's T20 
Interna�onal career and the 
seasoned India spinner is 
enjoying a lot of success.

His success has caught the eye 
of his Indian Premier League 
(IPL) team Delhi Capitals, who 
pointed out how successful has 
"Ash Anna" been in recent �mes 
via a tweet on Thursday.

Since his return to the India 
T20 side, Ashwin, who has been 
out of the limited-overs side 
since 2017, has taken eight 
wickets in four matches, Delhi 

Capitals pointed out in the 
tweet.

Jaipur, Nov 18 (IANS) Tim 
Southee, who led New Zealand 
in the first T20I of the 
three-match series against India 
in the absence of regular skipper 
Kane Williamson, said they did 
not start as well with the ball as 
they would have liked, allowing 
India to register a five-wicket win 
in the first T20I here.

Openers KL Rahul and Rohit 
Sharma gave India a good start 
as they raised 50 runs for the 
first wicket, se�ng up the chase 
of the target of 165 with 
confidence. India raced to 50 
runs in 4.5 overs as they scored 
56 for the loss of one wicket in 
the Power-play. Though New 
Zealand did claw back in the 
middle overs and made things 
very close, the early momentum 
kept India in a good posi�on to 
force a win.

"The way we started with the 
ball wasn't what we wanted, did 
well to claw it back in the middle, 
took it deep and to the last over 
was a posi�ve. We set higher 
expecta�ons so a bit off with the 
field -- (we have) been very, very 
good at it (fielding) in the last 
few matches," said Southee on 
Wednesday night.

Outstanding knocks from 
Rohit Sharma (48), Suryakumar 
Yadav (62), and a �mely 
boundary by Rishabh Pant (17*) 
helped India register a 

Jaipur (TAIE). A�er India's 
five-wicket win over New 
Zealand, Rohit Sharma said that 
he and his Mumbai Indians' 
teammate and key New Zealand 
pacer Trent Boult know each 
other's weaknesses and 
strengths very well so it is always 
a good fight between the two.

Outstanding knocks from 
Rohit Sharma (48), Suryakumar 
Yadav (62) and a �mely 
boundary by Rishabh Pant (17*) 
helped India register a 
five-wicket win over New 
Zealand in a thrilling first T20I, 
taking 1-0 lead in the 
three-match series at the Sawai 
Mansingh Stadium.

"We (Boult and I) played a lot 
of cricket together and he knows 
my weakness and I know his 
strength, it's a good fight 
between the two," said Rohit at 
the post-match presenta�on.

Rohit was in great touch 
before ge�ng out by Boult on a 
slower-ball bouncer. He tried to 
hit the slower bouncer too hard 
over the short fine-leg fielder 

He knows my weakness and
I know his strength:

Rohit on his ba�le with Boult

Delhi Capitals hail Ashwin for recent T20I success
"Ash Anna since his return to 

#TeamIndia's T20I side:

Matches - 4
Wickets - 8
Average - 10.75
Economy - 5.38

Take a bow, Master (emo�con 
Raising hands). #INDvNZ 
@ashwinravi99," the Delhi 
franchise wrote in their tweet.

Indeed, Ashwin has had a 
great impact on the first match 
of the T20I series against New 
Zealand on Wednesday, as he 
claimed 2-23 in his four overs.

About his performance in the 
Jaipur T20I against New Zealand, 

Ashwin said it took �me to get to 
know the right pace to bowl at 
on that pitch.

"The slower you bowled there 
was purchase from the pitch, it's 
tricky how much you toss it up, 
the windows for a�acking are less 
[in T20s]. Iden�fying the right 
pace took a bit of �me for me. 
Important to see the game in 

five-wicket win over New 
Zealand in a thrilling T20I 
encounter. Suryakumar Yadav 
who came in at number three 
joined forces with his skipper to 
add another 59 runs for the 
second wicket.

Sharma was dismissed by his 
Mumbai Indians teammate 
Trent Boult in the 14th over 
while Yadav, who went on to 
score his third T20I fi�y, got out 
at a �me when India were 
cruising at 144 for 3 in the 17th 
over. His dismissal gave New 
Zealand a glimmer of hope and 
they managed to bring the 
equa�on between runs 
required and balls le� to within 
touching distance. Things got 

too close for comfort in the 
final three overs with 21 runs 
needed off 18 balls for India as 
Shreyas Iyer and debutant 
Venkatesh Iyer got out for 5 and 
4, respec�vely. But, Rishabh 
Pant (17 not out off 17 balls) 
held his nerve and managed to 
get the team over the line, with 
two balls to spare.

Southee was disappointed 
to start the series with a defeat 
but was confident they can take 
a few posi�ves from the first 
game that will help them in 
later matches.

"You want to come out on 
the right side of close ones. 
Mark Chapman, the way he 
played was very pleasing, but a 
game of fine margins," said 
Southee.

With India needing 10 runs 
from the final six balls, Southee 
had to turn to a new bowler as 
his first choice bowlers had 
completed their quota. But 
Daryl Mitchell could not stop 
the Indians from winning the 
match with two balls to spare 
as Pant hit him for a boundary 
to seal victory.

"Tough that we'd used our 
resources, but Daryl (Mitchell) 
does his scou�ng and always 
wants to bowl. We probably 
didn't leave him enough runs." 
Southee said.

isola�on, 24 events [balls], the 
batsman is trying to play catch-up, 
so execute your plans," he added.

Ashwin said in the end the 
chase become too close for 
India. "We thought it was par, 
par-minus, 170-175 was par, at 
the halfway mark we thought we 
would cruise home," he added. 
As reported by IANS.

We did not bowl well ini�ally,
NZ's Southee a�er loss in first T20I

but was not able to clear Rachin 
Ravindra who was sta�oned 
perfectly.

The India skipper revealed 
how Kiwi pacer outwi�ed him 
with the slower-ball bouncer, 
something that they discussed 
during their �me at Mumbai 
Indians.

"When I captain him I always 
tell him to bluff, and that's 
exactly what he did. He put the 
mid-wicket back and put the fine 
leg up and I knew he was gonna 
bowl a bouncer and I was just 
trying to put it over the fielder 
but unfortunately there wasn't 
much pace on the ball," he said.

Rohit also praised Suryakumar 
Yadav, with whom he shared a 
crucial 59-run stand for the 
second wicket. While Rohit fell 
on 48, Yadav scored an 
impressive 62.

"Surya ba�ed brilliantly and 
that's how he plays, he played 
some percentage shots as well 
and plays spin really well and 
uses the pace well for the fast 
bowlers," he said.

Talking about his spinners,
the Indian skipper said, "they 
(Ashwin and Axar) bowl in 
tandem for the Delhi Capitals 
and they are always looking to 
take wickets which is a good
sign and it's important to try and 
put the brakes and those guys
do that."
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Mumbai, (TAIE). The makers of the 
upcoming film 'Velle' starring Abhay 
Deol and Karan Deol unveiled the 
trailer on Thursday promising a joyride 
filled with excitement and laughter.
The two-minute long trailer starts 
with Karan, who is described as a 
'vella' and his three other friend 
bump into a girl in the school 
campus. The trio befriends the girl 
named Riya. The next moment the 
three boys and the girl are seen 

Having a Blast: Kar�k Aryan says comple�on
of 'Dhamaka' in 10 days surprised him

Mumbai, (TAIE). Bollywood actor Kar�k 
Aaryan, who plays protagonist 'Arjun Pathak' 
in the upcoming movie 'Dhamaka', shared 
how the en�re movie was completed in just 
10 days, on 'The Kapil Sharma Show'.

Kar�k will appear as a special guest along 
with Mrunal Thakur and Amruta Subhash in 
the Saturday special episode.

While talking to the host Kapil Sharma, 
Kar�k revealed that director Ram Madhvani 

Mumbai, (TAIE). Actress Rani Muker-
ji says she never knew that she would 
be able to do a sequel to the 2005
film 'Buntry Aur Babli' and is ecsta�c to 
be able to reprise the same character 
she played over 15 years back.

Rani said: "'Bunty Aur Babli 2' script 
when it came to me, It was quite a 
pleasant surprise for me because I 
never knew that we would ever be able 
to do a sequel of 'Bunty Aur Babli 1', 
there were talks about this film right 
from the start when we released 'Bunty 
Aur Babli 1' but the script could never 
be cracked all these years, finally a�er 
so many years when I was approached 
with the script I was just so ecsta�c to 
be able to reprise the same character 
which I did more than 15 years back."

She added that her character Babli 
to her has been one of the characters 
who has a great spirit and is super 
entertaining.

Rani said: "She is somebody who 
I would personally like to be friends 
with. I think she has a zest for life 
and believes in living life to the 
fullest and is very posi�ve about 
her own life and her surroundings."

Talking about what makes her 
character also special, Rani said 
that "she is somebody who never 
takes anything to heart and she 
overcomes difficult �mes with a lot 
of posi�vity and enthusiasm. I think 
there is something to learn from 
her character, even as a person I 
think we need more Babli's in the 
world."

Yash Raj Films' 'Bunty Aur Babli 
2', which releases on November 19, 
also stars Siddhant Chaturvedi and 
debutante Sharvari.

It has been directed by Varun V. 
Sharma. As reported in IANS. 

completed the film in just 10 days 
and it came as a surprise for him.

He said: "The credit for this 
goes to Ram Madhvani sir com-
pletely because the way he shoots 
the movie, it's unique in itself. I 
have worked in a number of films 
but never saw such kind of 
filmmaking."

Adding on to the experience, 
Mrunal Thakur said: "It's a privi-

lege you know for actors like us. 
First �me I experienced this."

Kar�k Aaryan also revealed how 
he did not know that this was the 
plan to complete the film in 10 days.

He shared: "Actually, sir (Ram 
Madhvani) told me about this 
later that this was his way of work-
ing. I did not know about the �me-
line. He told me later that he has 
divided the film into chapters like 

making a kidnapping plan.

What follows next is a comedy of 
errors as Riya herself gets kidnapped 
and the kidnappers ask for a ransom 
of Rs. 10 Lakhs pu�ng all the other 
three "velles" in stress.

Abhay is also introduced where he is 
shown narra�ng this story to actress 
Mouni Roy.

'Velle' is a unique crime comedy 
starring Abhay Deol, Karan Deol, Anya 

Singh, Savant Singh Premi, Visshesh 
Tiwari, and Mouni Roy in a special 
appearance.

Ajay Devgn Ffilms presents 'Velle', an 
Intercut Entertainment Pvt Ltd produc-
�on, produced by Nandini Sharma, 
Aarushi Malhotra & Rajnish Khanuja, 
co-produced by Suniel Saini, Abhishek 
Nama, and directed by Deven Munjal.

The film is set to release in theatres on 
December 10, 2021, as reported by IANS.

Rani Mukerji: Ecsta�c to be able to reprise the
same character I did 15 years back

chapter 1, chapter 2, chapter 3, 
like that nine chapters have been 
divided and within nine to 10 days 
the shoot will be over."

"So I was shocked at first! I did 
not sign a short film to be shot in 
nine to 10 days, I signed a feature 
film. So he said I shoot like this
and because of this the thrilling 
experience went up even more," 
he added.

'The Kapil Sharma Show' airs on 
Sony Entertainment Television. As 
reported by IANS.

Abhay Deol, Karan Deol's 'Velle'
promises a heavy dose of laughter
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Australia's regional property boom
is a double-edged sword

The COVID pandemic has had a significant impact on 
housing markets in regional Australia.

It’s been well documented that the ability to work 
remotely has given people more choice in how they 
live, and many have made a sea or tree change as a 
result.

They’ve reassessed their lifestyle needs and wants, 
and sought out larger homes or more space in coastal 
and amenity rich regions.

With the pandemic keeping east coast capitals locked 
down for much of the la�er half of 2021, and regional 
and interstate migra�on trending above long-run 
averages, price growth in regional areas has outpaced 
metro areas, with prices increasing at the fastest pace 
in at least two decades.

Through the pandemic, remote work ability and 

declining equitable access to housing have accelerat-
ed pre-exis�ng trends which have seen Melbourne 
and Sydney declining in liveability.

Most net popula�on ou�lows from all capital ci�es 
have been from Sydney and Melbourne.

Melbourne, the most locked down city in the world, 
experienced its largest net migra�on loss on record 
in 2020, while both regional New South Wales and 
regional Victoria recorded large net migra�on gains.

Both regional and metropolitan areas of sunny 
Queensland have also seen large net migra�on gains, 
experiencing an influx of people in the period to 
March 2021 that was more than double the decade 
average.

Again, it’s no secret the impact of these inter-Greater 
Capital City Sta�s�cal Area (GCCSA) migra�on trends 

has been felt significantly across rental prices in the 
regions, as the availability of dwellings has dropped 
significantly since last year.

For example, rents have surged in regional NSW and 
Victoria, while largely remaining flat or declining in 
their inner-city counterparts.

Across the country, this rapid surge in rental prices 
has priced local tenants out of their own communi-
�es – and has been deemed a “crisis” by many, as 
vacancy rates in some regions fall below 1%.

The cost of ren�ng a home has increased drama�-
cally in some regions, leaving locals to struggle to 
compete against largely white collar sea and 
tree-changers on big city salaries.

By Eleanor Creagh
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House for Sale
Contact Agent : 5 Speargrass Avenue, Wallan

4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 41 Daybreak Vista, Mickleham
4 Beds  |  2 Bath  |  3 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 17 Sanctuary Circuit, Beveridge

4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 23 Lavinia Street, Greenvale
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 41 Reverence Drive, Craigieburn

3 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  1 Car

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 18 Wilpena Court, St Albans
2 Beds  |  1 Baths  |  2 Cars


































































































































House for Sale
Contact Agent : 5 Emerald Circuit, Craigieburn

3 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 121 Golf View Drive, Craigieburn
3 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  3 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 85 Wallara Waters Boulevard, Wallan

4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 3 Kooyong Way, Craigieburn
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  3 Car

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 20 Hartney Avenue, Mickleham

4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 80 Evergreen Crescent, Craigieburn
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars
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House for Sale
Contact Agent : 6 Woodford Street, Craigieburn

3 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  1 Car

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 4 Lind Place, Wollert
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 3/118 Cuthbert Street, Broadmeadows

2 Beds  |  1 Baths  |  1 Car

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 16 Montague Street, Mickleham
3 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars
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House for Sale
Contact Agent : 10 Viewside Crescent, Craigieburn

4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 13 Moresby Court, Craigieburn
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 3 Fame Way, Craigieburn

4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 25 St Andrews Drive, Craigieburn
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  4 Cars

Contact Agents : 
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