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Melbourne, (TAIE). Supermar-
kets are closing and companies 
are facing staff shortages, as a 
growing number of cases force 
more employees at exhibi�on 
sites to be isolated within two 
weeks.

 It has led large supermarket 
chains to request a revision of 
the isola�on rules to stop mass 
store closings.

 Nearly 50,000 Victorian Coles 
and Woolworths employees had 
to spend two weeks at home in 
the past three months a�er a 
Covid-posi�ve coworker came to 
work their shi�.

 But none of these workers 
tested posi�ve for Covid19 
subsequently.

 Woolworths, which closed its 
Coburg store on Wednesday, 
said there are currently about 
1,000 Victorian workers in 
isola�on and Coles had 3,000 at 
home in Vic.

Supermarkets
inches towards

shutdown in
Melbourne
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 Five more Woolworths stores 
are about to close this weekend.

 A spokesperson said: "A small 
number of stores have been 
forced to reduce their business 
hours and one is temporarily 
closed."

 Cole COO Ma� Swindells said 
the situa�on in Victoria was 
ge�ng worse and would con�n-
ue to get worse if the state 
reopened.

 "The challenge for us is that 
we have a team member 
isola�on policy that is really 
related to Delta and elimina-
�on," Swindells said.

 We have a takedown policy, 
but a plan to live with it and they 
don't match. "

He said customers have 
shopped 1.2 billion �mes at 
Coles since the pandemic started 
and" we s�ll can't find an exam-

ple where someone is infected 
with Covid in a supermarket ”.

 “I'm not saying we shouldn't 
be careful, but we have a history 
of being a safe place to work and 
shop,” he said.

 Both supermarkets support-
ed a system in which worksta-
�ons keep track of people infect-
ed employees have been in 
contact with and instruct them 
to isolate them rather than 
isolate the en�re store.

 Although both supermarkets 
said they had pursued the idea 
with the government, Prime 
Minister Daniel Andrews said 
Thursday that "they certainly did 
not answer the phone." 4,444 
smaller businesses have also 
been affected, and Baker Bleu 
owner Mike Russell was forced 
to close his two stores a�er all 
50 of his employees were isolat-
ed a�er one employee was 
infected.
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Restaurateur Shaleen Taneja 
has a simple way of working, and 
that is to be consistent in offer-
ing the best quality food to the 
customers. He says it's his hard 
work, diversifica�on of working 
techniques, zeal to earn more 
and win customers sa�sfac�on 
that has given him his due 
rewards.  Driving his restaurant 
business Bay Beach Hospitality 
and Catering Services for 15 
years has been a sa�sfying expe-
rience for him. Lets know more 
about his culinary exper�se.  

1. When and how did 
you venture into restau-
rant business?

Mr. Shaleen : Right a�er I 
completed my Hospital manage-
ment Cer�fica�on in India I 
migrated to Australia to join the 
workforce. A�er working con�n-
uously for some�me in five star 

hotels, Casinos and the best 
restaurants in the city I started 
my business. It's now 15 years 
that I am running the business 
and it has been an enriching 
journey to be in the food indus-
try. 

2. Tell me about your 
ini�al days of business? 

Mr Shaleen : Ini�al days were 
�resome, I had to face the 
expected challenges that come 
in any startup. Be it staff, suppli-
ers, market, offering good quali-
ty food, achieving the consisten-
cies we were targe�ng, all of 
these needed to fall in place. You 
have to work with a good team if 
you need to succeed in the 
hospitality industry. Retaining 
the staff is a difficult job and then 
comes winning and retaining the 
customers. Yes, the process took 
some �me to be in proper order 

“My principle in life is to be pa�ent and just keep doing
the right thing” says restaurateur Shaleen Taneja

to sustain.  At 
the same �me 
I learnt about 
the tax 
s y s t e m s , 
obtained the 
food license, 
got to know 
about the 
food laws. 

Incidentally 
at the same 
�me I was 
pursuing my 
MBA, it added a boost in confi-
dence, the theore�cal knowl-
edge I gathered from it substan-
�ally added to my business 
handling capabili�es. 

3. What is the specialty 
in your menu?

Mr Shaleen :   My Restaurant 
Baybeach is  an Italian Outlet. 
We offer Pizzas, Pastas, Riso�os, 
Salads, Burgers, Chicken Sizzlers, 
Burger, Fish and Chips ,deserts 
and have an extensive Italian 
Menu that customers can enjoy 
si�ng at our place. Else we also 
deliver if ordered online or Take-
Away provision. Also we cater on 
big occasions and gatherings. In 
Fact we have started an ‘on the 
site’ pizza counter, where we 
install portable Pizza making 
Machines and serve the guests. 
Such an ini�a�ve is seldom 
heard of and I think we are the 
only one offering such service in 
Melbourne. 

4. How did you handle 
the lockdown, what were 
the techniques you adopt-
ed to run the business?

Mr Shaleen : Things have 
changed a lot, it's not the same 
as life used to be. But people will 
never stop ea�ng and thankfully 
remaining in the hospitality 

sector prevented me from shut-
�ng down the business. We were 
allowed to remain open and it 
went on well. Our online pres-
ence is also very rewarding. The 
virtual restaurants or the cloud 
kitchen concept is on a rise now. 
I have a Cloud Kitchen that works 
under the name of Groovy Island 
where we offer Gluten free prod-
ucts, absolutely different from 
the menu that we offer in our 
restaurant. Our deliveries are 
mostly done as takeaways or by 
Delivery partners like UberEats 
and others.  

5. What will be your sug-
ges�ons for new entrants 
in your line of trade?

Mr Shaleen : My biggest prin-
ciple is to be pa�ent and keep on 
doing the right thing, success will 
posi�vely come your way. Hospi-
tality is a rewarding business if 
one has the exper�se. People 
who have knowledge and can 
keep up with the market 
demands can earn a lot from this 
business. Even now a lot of 
people are leaving the business 
crea�ng a vacant posi�on, if a 
new entrant can grab that 
market and serve quality food 
consistently, then there is no 
way one has to look back.
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Melbourne, (TAIE). Emerald 
Airport’s $6 million upgrade is 
now complete, making this 
important gateway to Queens-
land’s Central Highlands region 
safer and more accessible for 
travellers. The project was 
funded under the Liberal and 
Na�onals Government’s Region-
al Airports Screening Infrastruc-
ture (RASI) program, which 
assists regional airports with the 
unavoidable costs of new 
enhanced screening equipment, 
plus a contribu�on towards 
ini�al opera�ng costs. Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for 
Infrastructure, Transport and 
Regional Development Barnaby 
Joyce said the upgrades would 
ensure Emerald Airport is ready 
to welcome increased passenger 
and flight numbers when

Emerald airport upgrade now complete,
more accessible for travellers 

Melbourne, (TAIE). A busy 
stretch of the Bruce Highway will 
receive a high-tech boost, with 
design complete for the installa-
�on of addi�onal Smart Motor-
ways technology between the 
Pine River and Caloundra Road. 
The Smart Motorways project is 
part of the 15-year, $13 billion 
Bruce Highway Upgrade 
Program. The technology 
includes ramp signals, variable 
speed limit and message signs, 
vehicle detec�on systems and 
CCTV cameras to proac�vely 
monitor and respond to chang-
ing road condi�ons such as 
crashes, wet weather or heavy 
traffic condi�ons in real �me. 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Infrastructure, 

Transport and Regional Develop-
ment Barnaby Joyce said the 
investment is part of the Austral-
ian Government’s commitment 
to improving the safety and 
performance of our na�onal 
highways. “The Australian 
Government is alloca�ng $84 
million towards the installa�on 
of Smart Motorways technology 
along the Bruce Highway 
between the Pine River and 
Caloundra Road,” the Deputy 
Prime Minister said. “Thanks to 
this investment, motorists can 
expect to see improvements in 
safety, efficiency and reliability 
along this sec�on of the 
highway.”

Queensland Transport and 
Main Roads Minister Mark Bailey 

said comple�on of detailed 
design marked a significant 
milestone. “This project provides 
a smart, technology-driven 
solu�on to proac�vely manage 
traffic on our highways,” Mr 
Bailey said. “These integrated 
Smart Motorways technologies 
will work together to improve 
safety, reduce stop-start travel 
and provide more accurate travel 
�mes for motorists.” Federal 
Member for Petrie Luke Howarth 
said the Australian Government 
was con�nuing to deliver the 
infrastructure upgrades Queens-
landers need and deserve. “This 
is another example of our record 
$110 billion infrastructure 
investment plan in ac�on, 
helping to connect communi�es 
and improve safety, while creat-

Smart motorways technology to be
rolled out on Bruce Highway

ing jobs and suppor�ng our 
economic recovery,” Mr 
Howarth said. Federal Member 
for Longman Terry Young said 
the technology would help 
ensure Queenslanders travelling 
on this busy sec�on of highway 
remained safe on the road. 
“Be�er technology on our roads 
means be�er outcomes for 
drivers,” Mr Young said. “We are 
inves�ng in ini�a�ves that will 
keep people safe behind the 
wheel and get them home to 
their family and loved ones 
sooner.” Federal Member for 
Fisher Andrew Wallace said the 
project would create more jobs 
for locals and deliver an econom-
ic boost to the area. “Stage two 
will also link to several other 
Bruce Highway projects, which 

more Australians can travel 
again. “Through the Regional

Airports Screening Infrastructure 
program, the Government is 

helping regional airports to 
manage the passenger screening 

all incorporate Smart Motorways 
technology, including the $163 
million Decep�on Bay Road 
Interchange upgrade, the $662.5 
million six-lane project between 
Caboolture-Bribie Island Road 
and Steve Irwin Way (Exit 163), 
and the $932 million upgrade 
between Caloundra Road and 
the Sunshine Motorway,” Mr 
Wallace said. “This upgrade is 
also keeping more people in 
work on the Sunshine Coast, by 
suppor�ng an average of 140 
jobs over its life.” State Member 
for Caloundra Jason Hunt said 
wireless traffic sensors would be 
installed at priority loca�ons 
along the 60-kilometre stretch to 
monitor vehicle travel �mes, 
traffic flow and speed.

costs,” the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter said. “This is all about 
keeping airports like Emerald’s 
finances on an even keel while 
also keeping the travelling public 
safe.” “This is one of the tough-
est �mes our avia�on sector has 
faced, which is why our Govern-
ment is con�nuing to work hard 
to deliver the support needed to 
keep our vital regional airports 
like Emerald running and 
suppor�ng local communi�es.” 
Federal Member for Flynn Ken 
O’Dowd said works included 
extending the exis�ng terminal 
building, upgrading terminal 
facili�es, reposi�oning the 
passenger drop-off zone, and 
other works to meet security 
requirements.
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New Delhi, (TAIE). CPI leader 
Kanhaiya Kumar who has joined 
the Congress said that he has 
joined the party to save the 
country's democracy.

A�er joining Congress, 
Kanhaiya said, "I bow down to 
Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh. 
Some people want to destroy 
the culture and character of this 
country. When a fire breaks out 
in the se�lement, only the 
bedroom cannot be saved. I 
want to join the most democra�c 
party of this country. The 
Congress party holds the history 
of this country in itself."

"Congress party is a big ship, if 
Congress party survives, Bhagat 
Singh's dreams will survive,"
he added.

On joining the Congress on 
Tuesday, he said, "I have joined 
the Congress Parivar... I have not 
come to save the party... whatev-
er the party will do to save the 
democracy, I will work with it."

"I fought against Congress in 

JNU elec�ons. Individuals come 
and go is not bigger than the 
organiza�on. But the way the 
Le� party is figh�ng, it should 
increase the speed," he added.

Dalit leader from Gujarat, 
MLA Jignesh Mevani also joined 
the Congress on Tuesday.

Congress General Secretary 
Randeep Surjewala, Organisa-
�on General Secretary KC Venu-
gopal and Bihar in-charge Bhakta 
Charan Das welcomed the two 
leaders into the party fold.

Before joining the party, the 
two leaders met Rahul Gandhi at 
the Congress headquarters for 
about 30 minutes. During this, 
Kanhaiya Kumar filled up the 
primary membership form of the 
Congress party and Kanhaiya 
presented a photo of 
Gandhi-Ambedkar and Bhagat 
Singh to Rahul Gandhi.

Randeep Surjewala said: 
"Today is a special day for the 
Congress party. Kanhaiya and 
Mevani con�nuously raised their 

voice against the policies of the 
Modi government. They will 
work as one and one eleven 
against the Modi government."

Congress General Secretary 
KC Venugopal said, "These two 
youths worked in a very revolu-
�onary manner in the country. 
Congress party wholeheartedly 
welcomes Jignesh and
Kanhaiya."

At the same �me, Bihar 
in-charge Bhakta Charan Das 
said, "On the birth anniversary of 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh, both the 
leaders along with Rahul Gandhi 
garlanded him. Kanhaiya Kumar 
and Jignesh Mevani met Rahul 
Gandhi several �mes. It is hoped 
that both the leaders will unite 
with the Congress. Will act as a 
strong link. The land of Bihar is 
wai�ng for Kanhaiya."

Jignesh Mevani has been the 
face of the Dalit movement in 
Gujarat. Before joining poli�cs, 
he worked as a journalist, lawyer 
and Dalit ac�vist. He has o�en 

SHIV SENA EAGER TO CONTEST ELECTIONS FROM GOA

CPI leader Kanhaiya Kumar join Congress,
says need to save the country’s democracy

Mumbai, (TAIE). If Kolka-
ta-based Trinamool Congress can 
contest elec�ons in Goa, why 
shouldn't the Shiv Sena which is 
based in neighbouring Mahar-
ashtra, the party's Rajya Sabha 
MP Sanjay Raut said.

Raut also said that the Sena 
will contest 22 out of the 40 
seats which make up the state 
legisla�ve assembly.

"Shiv Sena will contest 22 
seats. We will give it all. We do 
not want an alliance. Our organi-
sa�on is strong enough. If 
Trinamool Congress from Kolkata 
can contest in Goa, then Mahar-
ashtra is right alongside. You 
have seen how well we have 
performed in Maharashtra," 
Raut told reporters at Goa's 
Dabolim interna�onal airport.

Raut also said that if elected 
to power the Shiv Sena will 
replicate the Maharashtra 
governance model in Goa.

"The kind of work carried out 
by the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra, 
we will work in the same way in 
Goa. Shiv Sena and Goa share an 
emo�onal bond," Raut said.

The Shiv Sena leader also said 
that the party had received no 
proposal for an alliance from any 
poli�cal ou�it in the state, but 
added that he was scheduled to 
meet president of the Goa 
Forward party Vijai Sardesai and 
former state Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh chief Subhash 
Velingkar during his visit to Goa.

"Vijai Sardesai, Velingkar is 
mee�ng me now. Old and new 
workers and leaders are mee�ng 
me," Raut said.

Despite contes�ng several 
state assembly elec�ons in the 
state, the Shiv Sena is yet to win 
a single seat in state assembly 
elec�ons in Goa. Goa goes to 
polls in early 2022.

been cri�cal of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's policies.

At the same �me, Kanhaiya, 
who emerged from the students' 
movement, also contested from 
Begusarai in the Bihar Lok Sabha 

elec�ons but lost to BJP's 
stalwart Giriraj Singh. However, 
Kanhaiya had caught the a�en-
�on of the en�re na�on during 
his elec�on campaign.
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Unhappy over the first 
expansion of Punjab Chief 
Minister Charanjit Singh Channi's 
Cabinet, alloca�on of por�olios 
and appointments on crucial 
posts, including the Advocate 
General, state Congress chief 
Navjot Singh Sidhu resigned 
from his post a�er remaining at 
the helm for 71 days.

As his decision pushed the 
state Congress into a deeper 
crisis, Sidhu, however, 
maintained that he would not be 
leaving the party.

He announced his resigna�on 
on his Twi�er handle in less than 
an hour a�er Channi announced 
alloca�on of por�olios to his 
Cabinet colleagues.

In a le�er to party President 
Sonia Gandhi, Sidhu wrote: "The 
collapse of a man's character 
stems from the compromise 

corner, I can never compromise 
on Punjab's future and the 
agenda for the welfare of 
Punjab.

"Therefore, I hereby resign as 
the President of the Punjab 
Pradesh Congress Commi�ee. 
Will con�nue to serve the 
Congress."

It is learnt that Sidhu was 
upset over the non-inclusion of 
the MLAs of his choice in the 
expanded Cabinet and the 
appointment of new Advocate 
General, A.P.S. Deol, who was 
counsel of former Director 
General of Police Sumedh Singh 
Saini, who is being inves�gated 
for his alleged role in the killing 
of two Sikh protesters in 2015 
when the SAD-BJP combine was 
in power.

Amarinder Singh took a jibe, 
later met Amit Shah 

Crisis con�nues in Punjab Congress

Assam bypolls: Congress to go alone, BJP in alliance

Missing not an opportunity to 
take a jibe over the resigna�on 
of Sidhu, former two-�me 
Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder 
Singh, without naming him, 
described him as an unstable 
man.

"I told you so... he is not a 
stable man and not fit for the 
border state of Punjab," 
Amarinder Singh said in a tweet 
before heading to a two-day visit 
to the na�onal capital with 
specula�on rife that he is likely 
to meet the BJP's top leadership 
like Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and President J.P. Nadda.

Since his resigna�on as the 
Chief Minister, Amarinder Singh 
has been targe�ng Sidhu by 
saying publically that he would 
fight his eleva�on to the chief 
ministership tooth and nail, and 
is ready to make any sacrifice to 
save the country from such a 
"dangerous man".

"He (Sidhu) is dangerous for 
the state," said the former Chief 
Minister in a series of media 
interviews last week.

Later on Amarinder Singh’s 
visit to Delhi although it was 
being said that he is on a 
personal visit to meet some 
friends, but his mee�ng with 
Amit Shah in his official 
residence it was speculated that 

former Punjab chief minister, 
who was recently asked to 
resign, may join the saffron 
party. 

The BJP leaders, however, 
are �ghtlipped about Singh 
joining the party. A party 
leader said that any decision 
will be taken only by the 
central leadership and it will be 
appropriately communicated 
to everyone, if it happens.

Sidhu’s reason for resigna�on?

Over Sidhu's resigna�on, 
sources in the party said he 
was disappointed with Rana 
Gurjit Singh's re-entry into the 
Cabinet despite his "tainted" 
past.

Gurjit Singh was a minister 
in the Amarinder government 
but resigned a�er 10 months 
for his alleged links with the 
sand mining mafia.

Six Congress legislators had 
wri�en to Sidhu, expressing 
"resentment" against the 
decision to induct the 
induc�on of Rana Gurjit �ll he 
was absolved of the charges.

It is learnt that Sidhu was 
not comfortable with the 
appointment of Sukhjinder 
Randhawa, who was among 
the frontrunners for the Chief 
Minister's post, as the Deputy 

Chief Minister. Also, he was 
upset over the re-induc�on of 
Bharat Bhushan Ashu.

Also the alloca�on of the 
Home Department to Randhawa 
has not gone well with Sidhu, 
said a party leader, who wish not 
to be named.

Sidhu had been saying the 
Home por�olio should be kept 
by the Chief Minister as the 
previous incumbents were 
following.

Amidst the poli�cal crisis, 
Channi told the media here that 
he was not aware why Sidhu had 
quit but added that he had 
"complete faith" in the leader.

His reac�on came a day a�er 
Sidhu resigned.

"Whoever is party president is 
head of the family. I had called 
him and told him that the party 
is supreme. I have spoken to him 
on phone and told him to let's 
sit, talk it out and resolve the 
issue," Channi told the media.

He said that as sought by the 
party high command, the 
government is appoin�ng a 
dedicated team of public 
prosecutors and lawyers to 
handle sensi�ve cases like the 
desecra�on of a religious text 
and the subsequent police firing.

Guwaha�, (TAIE) With 
by-elec�ons to five Assembly 
seats in Assam to be held on 
October 30, the main opposi-
�on Congress is likely to go 
alone to take on the ruling 
BJP, which would contest in 
four seats, leaving one seat to 
its ally United Peoples Party 
Liberal (UPPL).

According to the Elec�on 
Commission announcement 
on Tuesday, bypolls to Gossai-
gaon, Tamulpur, Bhabanipur, 
Mariani and Thowra would be 
held on October 30.

Congress' chief spokesman 
Bobbeeta Sharma said that as 
of now, her party would 
contest the bypolls alone.

"However, senior party 
leaders would discuss all the 
aspects of the by-elec�ons," 
Sharma told.

The Congress, which ruled 
Assam for 15 years (2001-2016), 
managed 29 seats in the March-
April Assembly elec�ons, three 
more than 2016 polls, when it 
lost power in the state to the BJP.

Of the other partners of the 
Congress led 10-party 'Mahajot' 
(grand alliance), the All India 
United Democra�c Front won 16 
seats, the Bodoland Peoples 
Front (BPF) got four seats, and 
the Communist Party of 
India-Marxist won just one seat.

The Assam Congress earlier 
this month announced that the 

Badruddin Ajmal-led AIUDF and 
tribal-based party BPF would no 
longer be partners of the 'Maha-
jot' in the state.

In the March-April Assembly 
polls, the Congress had le� the 
Bhabanipur seat to the AIUDF 
while the Gossaigaon seat was 
contested by the BPF.

Recently, four-�me Congress 
MLA from Mariani, Rupjyo� 
Kurmi, and two-�me party 
legislator from Thowra, Sushanta 
Borgohain, had resigned from the 
party and joined the BJP.

Phanidhar Talukdar, the lone 
Hindu MLA of the Muslim-based 
AIUDF from Bhabanipur, had 
resigned from the Assembly 
before recently joining the BJP.

Tamulpur MLA Leho Ram Boro 
of the UPPL and Gossaigaon 
legislator Majendra Narzary of 
the BPF died of Covid-19.

A�er being elected to the 
Rajya Sabha uncontested, Union 
minister and former Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
resigned from the Majuli Assem-
bly seat on Tuesday. However, 
Majuli is not in the list of by-elec-
�ons to be held on October 30.

BJP sources said that the party 
would field candidates in four 
seats and leave the Tamulpur 
cons�tuency for UPPL.

BJP's state unit chief Bhabesh 
Kalita has claimed that the party 
would win all the five seats in 
the by-elec�ons.

In the 126-member Assam 
Assembly, BJP won 60 seats, 
which is similar to the number it 
won five years ago. BJP allies 
Asom Gana Parishad won nine 
seats against 14 last �me, while 
the new alliance partner, UPPL, 
got six seats.
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Victoria, (TAIE). With Victoria 
having hit its 80 per cent first 
dose target and the Common-
wealth providing assurances on 
forward vaccine supply, the 
Victorian Government is now 
able to shorten the interval 
between Pfizer doses to reach 
our double dose targets faster. 
Following advice from our public 
health team, and firmer projec-
�ons for supply for the final 
week in October, the Pfizer 
interval will be reduced to three 
weeks – commencing 4 October. 
This means that anyone who has 
received their first dose of Pfizer 
will be able to bring forward 
their second dose – if they 
choose to. Changes in the 
vaccine booking system will be 
made overnight on 3 October 
and on 4 October people will be 
able to make a second dose 
booking from three weeks a�er 
they had their first dose. Being 
fully vaccinated is the best 
defence against this virus. Unfor-
tunately, there are limited 
appointments available in our 
state system due to supply – so 

we encourage anyone wan�ng 
to book an appointment to check 
with their GP and pharmacy too. 
The change also recognises the 
amazing efforts of Victorians to 
come forward and get their first 

Victoria, (TAIE). The 
Victorian Government is 
inves�ng in more accom-
moda�on for farm workers, 
with new facili�es being 
built across the state. 
Minister for Agriculture 
Mary-Anne Thomas visited 
Boort Lakes Holiday Park in 
the state’s north to meet 
owner Wendy James and 
unveil new facili�es for 
seasonal workers, which 
will boost accommoda�on 
for the region’s workforce 
for the upcoming harvest 

Victoria To Reduce
Pfizer Dosage Interval in Early October 

Building Boom For Agriculture Worker
Accommoda�on 



and for years to come. 
Boort Lakes Holiday Park 
received $500,000 to build 
16 new cabins and six 
ensuites for exis�ng cara-
van sites, providing accom-
moda�on for up to 77 
workers to support the 
region’s agriculture indus-
try. The development is 
part of the Government’s 
Seasonal Workforce 
Accommoda�on Program 
(SWAP), which is providing 
financial support for 13 
regional projects to deliver 

doses, with the 80 per cent first 
dose milestone reached yester-
day. While these are great 
milestones – and this latest 
change will help us reach our 
Roadmap thresholds sooner – 20 

per cent of Victorians 16 and 
over are yet to get their first 
dose, so we need to keep the 
momentum going. The next 
threshold in the Roadmap will be 
reached when Victoria hits its 70 

per cent double dose vaccina�on 
target, which was projected at or 
around 26 October without the 
reduc�on in dosage interval. If 
you haven’t booked your 
appointment or are wai�ng for a 
par�cular vaccine, do not wait – 
the best vaccine is the one you 
can get today.

There will con�nuously be first 
dose appointments released into 
the system to make sure that 
everyone who wants to get 
vaccinated and receive the associ-
ated freedoms and benefits – is 
able to do so. Over the next week 
there are 10,479 first dose Pfizer 
appointments available and 8,856 
first dose AstraZeneca appoint-
ments available through the 
state-run system. Victorians can 
also book a vaccine appointment 
through their GP or pharmacist, 
and many more appointments 
are available. Victorian pharma-
cists are now also offering the 
Moderna vaccine, which is a safe 
and effec�ve op�on for any Victo-
rian under the age of 60. This 
vaccine is also on offer at select 
state sites.

COVIDSafe accommoda-
�on, transport and support 
services for up to 2,000 
seasonal hor�cultural 
workers. Nearby, Boundary 
Bend Olives received 
$62,000 to build 12 new 
caravan sites with toilet 
and shower facili�es for its 
temporary on-farm caravan 
park, which workers bene-
fi�ed from during this 
year’s olive harvest. In the 
broader region, Mildura 
City Backpackers received 
$45,000 to create COVID-

Safe kitchen facili�es, 
doubling its worker accom-
moda�on. Nyah Village 
Caravan Park received a 
$109,000 grant to build five 
units for up to 12 workers. 
Building on both projects is 
complete and workers have 
started using the new facili-
�es. These projects are part 
of the Victorian Govern-
ment’s $84 million package 
to support the Victorian 
agriculture industry as it 
con�nues to address 
seasonal workforce chal-

lenges, which has already 
increased accommoda�on 
facili�es at 80 businesses in 
farming regions across the 
state. The Victorian 
Government is inves�ng in 
a range of programs to 
boost accommoda�on in 
rural and regional areas 
and tackle barriers to 
regional workforce a�rac-
�on, including projects in 
the $2.7 billion Building 
Works package.14 to 20 AUGUST 2021 SPORTS16
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Canberra, (TAIE) The Australi-
an government announced it will 
wind back Covid-19 financial 
support measures on Wednes-
day when the vaccina�on rate 
hit 80 per cent in its ba�le 
against the third wave of 
infec�ons.

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg 
announced on Wednesday that 
once a state or territory reaches 
70 per cent full inocula�on, the 
automa�c renewal of the 
payment will end, meaning 
recipients will have to reapply 
every week to remain eligible. 

"Once those states and 
territories reach a double-dose 
vaccina�on rate of 80 per cent, 
the Covid disaster payment will 
come to an end," he said, adding 

that there will be a two-week 
transi�on period.

"Today we're backing Austral-
ia's plan to open up in a 
Covid-safe way, hoping to bring 
an end to the lockdowns and 
enable Australians to get their 
lives back," he told reporters.

The current disaster payment 
is worth 750 Australian dollars 
($543.1) per week for people in 
Covid-affected states and territo-
ries who have lost more than 20 
hours of work per week and 450 
Australian dollars ($325.9) if they 
lost between eight and 20 hours.

The announcement came 
when Australia reported more 
than 1,800 new locally-acquired 
Covid-19 cases.

AUS STATE LEADING FIGHT AGAINST EXTINCTION WITH NEW NATIONAL PARK

'AUSTRALIAN COVID-19 PAYMENTS TO END
WHEN 80% FULLY VACCINATED'

Sydney, (TAIE) The Australi-
an state of New South Wales 
(NSW) has announced the 
building of a new na�onal park 
in Western Sydney that will 
become home to a number of 
locally ex�nct wildlife species.

NSW Minister for Energy 
and Environment Ma� Kean 
said the project commencing 
construc�on in early 2022 "will 
be the first na�onal park 
declared in Western Sydney in 
over one decade".

"We are turning it into a 
special conserva�on area, 
which will be home to some of 
our most threatened and 
endangered na�ve animals," 
said Kean.

Over the next 18 months, 
over 500 hectares of bushland 
in Shanes Park, 50 km west of 
central Sydney, would be 
converted into a predator-free 
sanctuary for some 30 animals, 
that previously inhabited
the area.

Among the species is the 
Australian eastern quoll, which 

has been listed as "endan-
gered" since 2005.

Like many marsupial 
species, its primary threat 
comes from preda�on from 
introduced species.

"Visi�ng Shanes Park will be 
like stepping back in �me to 
see the Australian bush alive 
with na�ve animals as it was 
before foxes, cats and rabbits 
had such a devasta�ng 
impact," said Kean.

Findings from a 2020 report 
from the Threatened Species 
Recovery Hub found that cats 
and foxes alone kill around 2 
billion na�ve animals in 
Australia every year, and have 
previously driven a number of 
Australian birds and marsupial 
species to ex�nc�on.

To combat this, all predator 
species will be eradicated from 
the area and a 6-feet-high 
perimeter fence will be built to 
provide sanctuary.

Once established, the park's 
ecosystem health will be 

regularly monitored and
evaluated.

NSW Minister for Jobs, 
Investment, Tourism and 
Western Sydney Stuart Ayres 

said the park would also be the 
latest addi�on to Sydney's 
growing list of a�rac�ons 
when it opens to the public by 
early 2023.

"This will become a 
must-see des�na�on for 
visitors not only from the 
Greater Sydney and across the 
state, but also from interstate 
and around the world." 
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New York, (TAIE) Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his Australian 
counterpart Sco� Morrison met in 
Washington before the Quad 
Summit to discuss their countries' 
bilateral rela�ons, especially 
defence partnerships given their 
importance as bulwarks of democ-
racy in the Indo-Pacific region.

Speaking to reporters a�er 
their mee�ng, Morrison described 
Modi "a dear friend and great 
friend of Australia" and said, "We 
had a very good discussion about 
our defence partnerships. That 
was par�cularly progressed at the 
most recent 2+2 mee�ng of 
defence and foreign ministers."

This was the first in-person 
mee�ng of the two leaders in the 
post-pandemic period, although 
they had held a virtual mee�ng in 
June.

They met again with President 
Joe Biden and Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Sugo of Japan at the 
Quad summit.

Morrison disclosed that he had 
spoken to Modi the night before 
the announcement of the tripar-
�te defence pact between Austral-
ia, the UK and the US (AUKUS), 
which will have an impact on the 
Indo-Pacific region.

He said that there was "keen 
interest" in AUKUS and the plan to 
deploy a fleet of nuclear-powered 
submarines "from our partners in 
India, and well-received. And 
looking forward to see how that 
con�nues to progress.

The US announced that it was 
going to provide Australia with 
nuclear-powered submarines.

An Indian Ministry of External 
Affairs readout of the Washington 
mee�ng said that Modi and Morri-
son reviewed the progress of the 
Comprehensive Strategic Partner-
ship of their countries since the 
June encounters "and resolved to 
con�nue close coopera�on for 
mutual well-being and towards 
advancing their shared objec�ve 
of an open, free, prosperous and 
rules-based Indo-Pacific region."

The readout said that they 
"expressed sa�sfac�on" on the 
progress towards a bilateral 
Comprehensive Economic Cooper-
a�on Agreement (CECA) and 
noted their commitment to 
"achieve an early harvest 
announcement on an interim 
agreement" by the end of the year.

Morrison said that Australia's 
Trade and Investment Minister 
Dan Tehan and India's Commerce 
and Industries Minister Piyush 

MODI, MORRISON DISCUSS DEFENCE PARTNERSHIP, BILATERAL TIES
DURING THEIR WASHINGTON VISIT

GERMANY SET FOR CHANGE AS MERKEL GENERATION SEES ITS TIME END

Goyal will be mee�ng in New Delhi 
and added, "Prime Minister Modi 
and I tasked our teams to be 
ambi�ous when they sit down to 
look at our trade opportuni�es, 
par�cularly in the area of digital 
trade arrangements."

With a view to figh�ng climate 
change, he emphasised coopera-
�on in clean energy and low-emis-
sions technology.

"At our mee�ng today we 
agreed to go forward with a low 
emissions technology partnership, 

a partnership that will focus on 
hydrogen development, ultra 
low-cost solar programs, to 
support their energy transi�on," 
he said.

"We'll work together closely 
with our good friends in India, to 
work with the compara�ve advan-
tages that Australia has, par�cu-
larly in the area of hydrogen, and 
working together with their manu-
facturing capabili�es so they can 
realise that in their own country," 
he added.

Another area they dealt with 
was coopera�ng to ensure the 
reliable availability of cri�cal 
minerals, which are especially 
important for the hi-tech sectors.

Morrison said, "Prime Minister 
Modi and I share a passion around 
that project, because they are also 
involved in that supply chain at 
various different points, and it's 
important that we have the choice 
that exists in world markets 
around these issues. We want to 
play a stronger role here."

Berlin, (TAIE) For a genera�on 
of Germans, Angela Merkel was 
the only Chancellor they knew but 
in the first elec�on a�er she 
announced her decision to quit, 
her Chris�an Democra�c Union 
party seems to be on verge of 
losing its decade and a half years 
grip on power with the Socialist 
Democrat Party (SPD) taking a 
slender edge in Sunday's elec�ons.

Though the new contours of 
the new government are s�ll 
unclear - and set to emerge a�er 
several rounds of nego�a�ons 
between the top four-five par�es, 
several combina�ons like "Traffic 
Light", "Kenya", "Jamaica" or 
"Germany" - based on the main 
par�es' colours - are possible.

SDP leader Olaf Scholz, who led 
his le�-leaning party to a revital-
ised performance, has claimed 
that the mandate is for a SPD-led 
coali�on with the pro-enviromen-

tal Greens and the FDP, and 
dismissed con�nuing the present 
coali�on with the CDU, where it 
was a junior partner and he served 
as Merkel's Finance Minister.

However, Merkel's handpicked 
successor, Armin Laschet, who led 
the party to its worst performance 
in years and failed to get elected 
on his own in his home state, and 
will enter the Bundestag (the 

Federal Parliament) on the party 
list, is not conceding defeat yet 
and says the race is s�ll open.

The claims and counter-claims 
signal a protracted sense of 
nego�a�ons before the eventual 
winner is decided.

At a whopping 735 seats, this 
Bundestag is the largest ever, and 
will have the SPD with 206 seats, 
the CDU, with its Bavarian sister 

party, the Chris�an 
Social Union, at 196, 
the Greens at 118, 
the liberal, pro-busi-
ness FDP with 92, the 
far-right AfD with
83, the Le� with 39, 
while one small 
party has got in with 
one seat.

The Bundestag's 
burgeoning numbers 

is due to Germany's unique 
electoral arrangements, where the 
top candidate in 299 cons�tuencies 
gets a seat, while another 299 seats 
are filled by party lists in the 16 
federal states, with voters ranking 
the candidates in order of prefer-
ence. An extra 137 seats come from 
second-preference votes, based on 
the popula�on in each state and 
how many votes go to the 
second-placed party.

Adding to the confusion, 
par�es need to clear the 5 per cent 
minimum vote share, or win three 
cons�tuency seats, in order to 
enter parliament.

The rules lead to fragmenta�on 
and make necessary for both the 
big par�es - the CDU and the SPD - 
having to depend on a smaller ally, 
or even each other (the two are 
presently in a coali�on) to get a 
parliamentary majority.

That is where the possible 
permuta�ons and combina�ons 
come in - with the Greens, who 
have made their strongest show-
ing so far despite not fulfilling the 
expecta�on of a be�er perfor-
mance, and the FDP, or both, as 
the kingmakers. The right-wing 
AfD is off-limits as a coali�on 
partner for both the big par�es.

Among possible combina�ons, 
there is the "Traffic Light" combi-
na�on the SPD (red), the FDP 
(yellow), and the Greens (green), 
"Jamaica" the CDU (black), the 
FDP, and the Greens, "Kenya", the 
CDU, the SDP, and the Greens, and 
"Germany" the CDU, the SPD and 
the FDP.

However, with the CDU 
contes�ng the SPD's slim advan-
tage and months of poli�cal 
nego�a�ons likely before the new 
regime is decided, Merkel will stay 
in power for the �me being.
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Victoria is a storehouse of 
natural embellishments. As we 
explore the fascina�ng sites of 
the region we are astounded by 
the beauty. Among them is The 
Grampian na�onal park that 
boasts excep�onally scenic 
diversity. Rising abruptly from 
the surrounding Western Plains, 
the Grampians (known as Gariw-
erd to the local Aboriginal 
people) is a series of rugged 
sandstone mountain ranges and 
forests rich in wildlife. One of 
Victoria's most popular holiday 
des�na�ons, the park is a great 
venue for camping, climbing, 
scenic drives, bushwalks and 
nature study.

A network of walking tracks 
throughout the park allows you 
to explore cascading waterfalls, 
brilliant spring wildflower 
displays, and panoramic views 
from lookouts.

Nature gave its best to the Grampian Na�onal Park
Drive to Reeds and Boroka 

lookouts for spectacular views 
The area has a rich Aboriginal 
heritage and a number of impor-
tant rock art sites.

The Grampians are the home 
to many Australian marsupials 
and na�ve birds. You can Cross 
paths with kangaroos, wallabies, 
emus and na�ve birds. This 
region is home to the largest 
number of significant and 
ancient Aboriginal rock art paint-
ings and shelters in southern 
Australia. A visit to Brambuk – 
The Na�onal Park & Cultural 
Centre will help you get the 
most of your trip to these
rock shelters.

The Grampians draw walkers 
from around the world. Climb to 
the highest peak within the 
Grampians, Mount William, or 
explore the plethora of walks 
around Halls Gap and the 

Wonderland Range. Views from 
the Pinnacle are famous, but the 
climb should only be a�empted 
by the fit. If you’re an experi-
enced walker you’ll enjoy the 
unique challenge of the park’s 

overnight hikes. Choose from the 
iconic Grampians Peaks Trail, 
Major Mitchell Plateau or The 
Fortress and Mt Thackeray 
Overnight Hike. There are more 
relaxing pursuits to enjoy in the 

Grampians, too. Go fishing, 
canoeing or kayaking at Lake 
Wartook, Lake Bellfield and 
Moora Moora Reservoir or one 
of the park’s many other 
streams and creeks.
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Once upon a �me, some 
people from a certain town went 
into a forest for an excursion. 
They want to enjoy the holiday 
to its fullest. They took baskets 
full of eatables with them. They 
ate all the meat they had 
brought with them �ll noon 
�me. They didn’t leave anything 
for dinner and suddenly realized 
what they would eat for dinner. 
They wanted to enjoy the 
vaca�on and without proper 
food, it was quite impossible.

One of the men said, “There is 
no need to worry. I will bring 

THE CUNNING WOLF
some fresh meat. We will make a 
fire here and roast it. It will be 
great fun too”. A�er saying this, 
he took a club and went to the 
lake. He knew that the animals 
would definitely come to the 
riverside for drinking water. He 
lay down on the ground with a 
club in his hand and pretended 
as if he was dead.

A�er some �me, a group of 
wolves came down to the lake. 
When they saw the man lying on 
the riverside, they kept an eye 
on him for some �me. The King 
of the wolves said, “I think this 

man is playing a trick on us. All of 
you stay here, while I will go and 
check whether he is really dead 
or pretending to be dead”. So, 
the cunning king of the wolves 

slithered up to the man and 
pulled his club a li�le cau�ously. 
The man pulled back his club
at once.

The King of the wolves ran 
from the place and shouted, “If 
you had been dead, you would 
not have pulled back your club 
when I tried to pull it. I caught 
your trick. You pretended to be 
dead so that you may kill one of 
us for your dinner”. The man 
quickly jumped up and tried to 
kill the wolf. He chucked his club 
at the King of the Wolves. Unfor-
tunately, the man missed his aim 

and the wolf safely ran away.
He looked for the other animals, 
but none of them was visible. All 
of them ran away.

The man got frustrated at this, 
but could not do anything. Thus, 
he went back to his friends and 
said, “I tried to get fresh meat by 
playing a trick on the animals, 
but the cunning wolf played a 
be�er trick on me. I am sorry.
I could not get fresh meat
for you”.

Moral: Intelligence is greater 
than strength.

Aries : The week is going to be 
busy. You will feel a bit �red because 
you will have to do jobs that you 
don't like. However, don't complain 
and do your best.

In family life, this will turn out 
very important, and at work, you can 
get benefits. Don't forget to rest and 
relax. Spend the weekend with 
people who can make you laugh.

In finance more work also means 
more income. What you are doing 
now will bring you more profit, 
possibly also in the future. It is worth 
paying a�en�on to the tasks 
performed, because this is the 
beginning of a new stage in your 
professional career. It is up to you 
how you use the opportunity now.

Taurus : Everyone will want 
something from you. This situa�on 
will make you feel irritable, �red and 
even used. Try to distance yourself 
and take a deep breath.

Take care of yourself first and 
then of others. Carefully analyze the 
situa�on and help those who, in your 
opinion, need help the most. Do not 
overstrain yourself and do not 
neglect your du�es. You have to find 
a happy medium, center �me to 
work and rest. Take advantage of this 
possible opportunity to earn extra 
money. However, remember about 
the contract, otherwise you may 
have problems collec�ng payment 
for work.

Gemini : Changes are coming. 
What you've been wai�ng for for a 
long �me will finally come true. It's 
�me to improve the quality of life.

The changes will be vast and 
joyful. Be ready for pleasant surprises 
and sudden plot twists. Thanks to 
these events, your mood will improve 
significantly, which will transi�on into 
your good health. A good mood, 
op�mism and energy that the sun will 
fill you with will allow you to gain the 
sympathy and acceptance of people 

you cared about. You can also use this 
�me to convince your enemies. If you 
have many ideas for investments, 
larger purchases, now it is worth 
implemen�ng them, check prices, 
define your needs and your own 
possibili�es. First, plan everything 
well, evaluate. Don't do anything that 
you are not 100% sure of.

Cancer : It's going to be a quiet 
week. Allow yourself for a moment 
of relaxa�on that you need so badly. 
You ought to isolate yourself from 
stressful events, maybe take a 
vaca�on and go to a quiet place. If 
you don't do it during the week, use 
the weekend. Rest as you like, collect 
your thoughts, think about what you 
have achieved and what you are 
striving for. Start making gradual 
changes to your life now. You will 
quickly find out how much rest you 
needed and how much it has 
changed. There will be new invest-
ment opportuni�es and favorable 
offers for companies. It is worth 
choosing one - which one? Maybe 
turn to specialists for help? Certainly 
the decision should not be made by 
one person.

Leo : You will seek meaning and 
purpose in everything. Such thinking 
can turn out to be dangerous and 
unnecessary. Some�mes you have to 
trust your gut.

The stars tell you this is a �me 
when you can achieve a lot if you use 
your skills. Don't forget to use your 
common sense, and use your heart. 
You will be able to overcome the 
difficul�es if you trust other people.

Pay more a�en�on to the needs 
of loved ones and colleagues. Show 
them respect and trust, appreciate 
their efforts. Money can't se�le 
everything. Your finances remain at a 
good level. However, there are 
things that cannot be bought. Focus 
on them. Avoid giving bribes 
otherwise it could end badly for you. 
Pay fairly for the work or services you 

do. Consider the amount of pocket 
money for children.

Virgo : This is a good week to 
study. If you are studying, your 
learning will be much easier than 
usual. Eventually, you will catch up.

It is also a good �me to pass 
exams. If you are working, your 
intellectual abili�es will help you to 
perform your du�es be�er and 
faster. You will have a head full of 
new ideas, and it will be easier for 
you to communicate with others, 
and thus you will easily convince 
them to be right. At home, they may 
accuse you of ruling too much or 
influencing others. Try to make good 
use of your strength and skills to win 
over people, not distance them. Your 
finances may not be sufficient to 
meet your needs. Consider what 
happened that suddenly such a 
change occurred. Maybe you need to 
change something in your life.

Libra : Since You want to get away 
from reality, get away from 
problems, rest. If possible, take a 
vaca�on. If you have to work or take 
care of the house, try to set aside at 
least one hour each day for yourself.

Do what you like to do, relax, 
leave the house: go to the cinema, 
restaurant or for a walk. If you feel 
you need to be alone - step away 
from others for a moment, if you 
need company - look for it. Howev-
er, do not neglect your du�es, try to 
plan your �me well. The desire to 
have fun and to escape from the 
�ring daily rou�ne can lead to 
unnecessary spending. Be careful 
not to run into debt. Especially 
avoid gambling, don't show off with 
your money. Take care of your 
wallet, phone and valuables, plan in 
advance the amount you can spend 
on having fun.

Scorpio : During the week 
everything will happen very quickly. 
You will have good energy, a good 

a�tude to everyday ma�ers, and 
you will start thinking about new 
projects. Posi�ve energy and the will 
to achieve new goals, overcoming 
obstacles will be the most important 
for you in the coming weeks.

Meanwhile, your body can signal-
ise too much overload. Take �me to 
rest. If you're traveling, the rush isn't 
good either.

Especially since you are now 
par�cularly vulnerable to accidents 
and minor injuries. Remember that 
what you do and what is happening 
to you is not indifferent to your loved 
ones. If you calmly analyze the 
investment proposals or new job 
offers without rushing, you have a 
chance to find interes�ng and 
profitable offers.

Sagi�arius : The week is going to 
be good, but you will be completely 
disturbed by an unexpected visit or 
by some news. Unnecessarily, 
because by the end of the week 
everything will be cleared up and will 
turn out well. Concentrate now on 
yourself, your needs and the things 
you have long neglected.

Do not underes�mate and 
postpone ma�ers that require your 
a�en�on, maybe finally take care of 
health, fitness, ma�ers related to 
raising children, requiring reconcilia-
�on with someone or clarifying 
misunderstandings. Plan your 
current expenses and s�ck to this 
plan. There will be �me for larger 
projects. For now, provide yourself 
and your loved ones with all the 
basic needs.

Capricorn : Problems and misun-
derstandings should clear up this 
week. You take the ini�a�ve. Don't 
wait for someone to come to you 
and give you a hand for consent.

Start ac�ng first, don't put off the 
conversa�on un�l later. You will see 
how li�le effort it takes to reach a 
compromise. Do what you fear.

Pay more a�en�on to your 
children, first of all check how they 
spend their free �me. Explain about 
family expenses. Children can claim 
higher pocket money. Approach 
each case with common sense. 
Maybe it is really worth admi�ng to 
someone right?

Aquarius : You will now seek 
kindness and acceptance. You will 
need it greatly for your own well-be-
ing. So surround yourself with kind 
but also honest people whom you 
trust.

Especially at work, a friendly view 
of your ac�ons and ideas will be very 
important and necessary. A nervous 
atmosphere can develop at home 
due to the sheer volume of things. 
Try to share responsibili�es with 
your partner, avoid resentment, then 
it will be easier to end this week 
without resentment and offense. 
You will be afraid to make financial 
decisions. You lack now confidence 
and the support of others. So it's 
be�er to postpone financial ma�ers 
for later. If someone owed you 
money, now you can get it back.

Pisces : You will meet a person 
who will help you with many du�es. 
It can be a middle-aged or older 
person, with an established profes-
sional posi�on, an influen�al person 
whose opinion counts among profes-
sionals. This person will come to your 
aid many �mes, which will make 
your everyday life much easier.

There will be some confusion at 
work, a load of du�es and personnel 
changes. Rather, they will not 
concern you directly, but you will 
experience them strongly. Don't 
worry, if they change your life, it's 
only for the be�er. This week, invest-
ments in everything related to 
fashion, especially clothes, will pay 
off. Apparel traders or sewing 
garments will experience increased 
demand for their products and 
services.

Astrology for the next week 01.10.2021 - 07.10.2021

Short Story -
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Hobart, (TAIE) Cricket 
Tasmania CEO Dominic Baker 
said on Wednesday that the 
one-off men's Test match 
between Australia and 
Afghanistan will be 
postponed indefinitely and 

that a formal announcement 
on it will come in the next 
couple of days. He added that 
Tasmania will be ready to host 
an Ashes Test if needed.

Earlier this month, Cricket 
Australia (CA) had said that it 

Australia-Afghanistan Test to be postponed indefinitely:
Cricket Tasmania CEO

Virat Kohli expresses delight on
RCB’s win over RR

would scrap the plans of the 
Test match in Hobart from 
November 27 to December 1 
if the Taliban government 
does not allow women to play 
sports.

"It (the Hobart Test) will

be formally postponed 
indefinitely this week… that 
will come out in the next 
couple of days," Baker said to 
Hobart's Triple M radio.

"It's not acceptable that 
they don't allow female sport. 

If they want to play 
compe��ve male sport, 
par�cularly in the cricket 
sphere, they have to rethink 
what they do with female 
sport," added Baker.

Baker men�oned that CA 
will be interested in giving the 
Taliban government direc�on 
on how to get women to play 
in sports and that the Test will 
not be completely cancelled. 
"It's about giving the 
Afghanistan government 
some direc�on around what 
they have to do to get back 
into sport. We're not going to 
cancel it altogether."

Baker endorsed Hobart as a 
poten�al venue for an Ashes 
Test, especially the final one 
which was supposed to be 
hosted by Perth if the 
quaran�ne laws don't 
change. "We will be ready 
and willing to play a Test here 
if we get an opportunity."

The series opener of Ashes 
2021 is scheduled to take 
place in Brisbane on 
December 8.

Dubai, (TAIE) Royal Challengers Bangalore 
captain Virat Kohli on Wednesday expressed 
his delight over his team's thumping win 
over Rajasthan Royals, saying the Red Army 
is "slowly but surely ge�ng in groove".

The win now strengthens Bangalore's 
chances of making to the IPL 2021 playoffs.

"The break was tough as you saw ini�ally. 
We were blown away in game 1. That defeat 
gave us confidence though. The second 
game we were not quite there either, le� 
25-30 out there with the bat. But the last 
two games we are going in the right 
direc�on. Slowly but surely, we are ge�ng 
in groove," Kohli said a�er the match.

All-rounder Glenn Maxwell starred for 
Bangalore on Wednesday's win. He s�tched 
an important stand with KS Bharat a�er 
Virat Kohli and Devdu� Padikkal were 
dismissed. Bharat got out by Mustafizur 
Rahman for 44 but Maxwell smashed Chris 
Morris for 22 runs in the next over to finish 
off the chase.

"We've got a few good opening starts. 
Devdu� and I have focused on giving the 
team good starts so that the middle-order 
with AB, Bharat and Maxwell can make 
more. Boys have stepped up, so that's been 
key for us," Kohli added.
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New York, ( TAIE). Hollywood 
star Daniel Craig, who is all set to 
bid adieu to the character of 
iconic spy 'James Bond', has 
talked about working in the spy 
thriller franchise's 25th movie 
'No Time To Die'.

Talking about the Bond legacy 
over the last many decades and 
how it s�ll has a connec�on with 
the world, Craig said: "It's impos-
sible not to if you look at the 
Bond movies."

"But also, what's happening in 
the world influences them. I 
don't think we set out necessari-
ly to directly do it, and I think 
you're off to a bad start when 
you try to bring what's happen-
ing in the world into them and 
reference it too much, but it's 
the fears that we talk about."

Commen�ng on his prepara-
�ons to get into the role of Bond, 
he added: "One of the things is 
that when I first started playing 
him, about three months would 
get me into shape for the movie. 
It's now about a year, so even 
though I don't have a script at 

Last �me as Bond:
Daniel Craig on working on

'No Time To Die'
that point, I've s�ll started the 
process in my head because I'm 
trying to get fit and get ready for 
any stunts."

"So, in a way it's not a switch, 
it's a process. Su�rat, our 
brilliant costume designer, came 
out to New York and we sat and 
cha�ed about clothes, which 
was a long �me before we 
started shoo�ng."

'No Time To Die' also features 
Rami Malek as the villain.

Speaking on ge�ng Malek, he 
said: "He was awesome and very 
busy, and we were lucky to get 
him. I think his name came up 
fairly early, but it was one of 
those things where we 
wondered if he'd do it. We didn't 
have the part there yet."

"So as much as it was a lovely 
idea, you've got to at least be 
able to say, 'we haven't got all 
the words, but this is what it is.' 
Then we did, and we had to try 
and get him in. What you don't 
want to do, especially with 
someone like Rami, is promise it 
and then not deliver."

Mumbai, (TAIE). Actor 
Vicky Kaushal's upcoming 
film 'Sardar Udham' will be 
released on Amazon Prime 
Video on October 16.

The teaser of the movie 
'Sardar Udham', which opens 
with the protagonist me�cu-
lously piecing together a 
document. The focus shi�s to 
a stack of passports, each 
reflec�ng a different name - 
Ude Singh, Frank Brazil, Sher 
Singh, with the latest one, 
with 'Udham Singh' being 
scrawled across it, being 
added to the pile.

Chronicling the 
lesser-known story of the 
legendary Indian revolu�on-
ary, Sardar Udham Singh, the 

Vicky Kaushal-starrer 'Sardar Udham'
to release digitally on Oct 16

Mumbai, (TAIE) In the upcom-
ing episode of 'Kaun Banega 
Crorepa� 13's 'Shaandaar 
Shukravaar', host and megastar 
Amitabh Bachchan shares the 
turning point in his life and his 
road to success a�er which he 
was accepted as an actor in the 
industry.

He will be seen conversing 
with guests Pankaj Tripathi and 

Los Angeles, (TAIE) Actress 
Lea Seydoux, who plays Dr. 
Madeleine Swann, the love 
interest of the suave spy James 
Bond in the upcoming film "No 
Time To Die", has shared that 
romance plays a key role in the 
movie.

Seydoux told the I newspaper: 
"It's much more emo�onal this 
�me. And it's the love story with 
James Bond that is in the centre 
of the film."

She also praised Daniel Craig for 
adding more depth to the 
famous character and crea�ng 

Lea Seydoux: Romance is at the
heart of 'No Time To Die'

On 'KBC 13', Big B shares what
'Anand' did for him

Pra�k Gandhi about the �me 
when he saw people locking 
their eyes at him at a petrol 
pump. He shares his experience 
when he first witnessed people 
gawking at him in awe because 
of his performance in films. He 
says: "I had finished working on 
the film 'Anand' and it had been 
released. The day it was to be 
released, I'd taken my friends' 

film delves deep into his 
boundless courage to avenge 
the death of his countrymen, 
in an event that shook the 
Bri�sh Empire.

Vicky took to Instagram to 
share the teaser. He 
cap�oned it: "On the birth 
anniversary of Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh, I'm proud to 
bring to you the story of his 
ally - Sardar Udham Singh - 
one man, many aliases, one 
mission."

Directed by Shoojit Sircar, 
the Amazon Original Movie is 
produced by Ronnie Lahiri 
and Sheel Kumar and is set to 
release on Amazon Prime 
Video during Dussehra on 
October 16.

car because I didn't have one 
and neither had the money to fill 
the petrol. I had to borrow 5 to 
10 rupees from someone and 
went to the nearby petrol 
sta�on, filled the car tank and 
paid him the money."

Amitabh goes on to say: "In 
the morning, I was on my way to 
shoot for another film and the 
car ran out of petrol. Again, I 
went to the same petrol sta�on 
to refuel. Sir (referring to Pankaj 
Tripathi and Pra�k Gandhi), 
when I came to refuel, there 
were 4 to 5 people standing and 
watching. Because the film, 
'Anand' was released. That's 
when I realised that people have 

"empathy" for Bond by removing 
the misogyny associated with 
the spy, reports femalefirst.-
co.uk.

Seydoux said: "It's also because 
Daniel created a character with 
more depth, as well... He 
changed the part of James Bond. 
I think he managed to create 
more empathy with his charac-
ter. Now: Bond is not what he 
used to be like: a misogynist."

Cary Joji Fukunaga has directed 
the movie a�er original director 
Danny Boyle le� due to crea�ve 
differences and the American 

filmmaker said that he had li�le 
�me to think while working on 
the film.

started recognising 
me and that I've 
done something 
right."

Coming Friday 
will witness guests 
Pankaj Tripathi and 
Pra�k Gandhi on the 
hotseat. They will be 
playing the game for 
the causes that they 
support.

' S h a a n d a a r 
Shukravaar' episode 
of 'KBC 13' will air on 
October 1 on Sony 
E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
Television.
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Housing market of Melbourne
is rising despite facing long lockdowns

Melbourne, (TAIE). The Melbourne housing market is 
rising unperturbed by the adverse condi�ons. Covid 
related lockdowns endured by Melbourne led to some 
challenging �mes, but now both buyers and sellers are 
back, consumer confidence has picked up strongly and 
property transac�on numbers have increased and 
house auc�on clearance rates are strong and prices
are rising.

While Melbourne housing values suffered because 
of its extended lockdown which severely impacted 
market ac�vity in 2020, since late October the 
Melbourne property market has rebounded strongly 
despite it’s intermi�ent Covid related shutdowns.

As per reports Melbourne property values:

• rose 0.1% in the last week alone

• increased 1.2% over the month of August, and

• increased 14.8% over the last year.

Currently, Melbourne’s house price growth is 
stronger than unit growth, and while most sectors of 
the market have been enjoying strong demand, the 
more expensive proper�es are now outperforming 
Melbourne’s less expensive proper�es.

Looking back the Melbourne property market has 
been one of the strongest and most consistent 
performers over the last four decades.

Over the last 40 years:

• The median Melbourne house has increased by 
7.9% per annum

• The median Melbourne unit/apartment price 
has increased by 7.73%per annum

Obviously this wasn’t the same each and every year, 
as the Melbourne property market worked its way 
through the typical property cycles.

While there is a shortage of quality housing in 

popular areas across Melbourne, the 
lower-than-expected popula�on growth has led to an 
oversupply of housing in some outer suburban new 
estates.

A prime example of this is Melbourne’s western 
suburbs where an addi�onal 18,800 houses are 
expected to be built over the next 24 months.

Villa units, townhouses, and family suitable 
apartments will be seen as affordable alterna�ves to 
houses in the highly sought-a�er inner eastern and 
south-eastern suburbs of Melbourne.

On the other hand, high-rise apartments in the many 
Melbourne CBD towers or close to universi�es are likely 
to underperform, remain vacant for a long �me, and 
keep decreasing in value.

Houses in regional Victoria with easy access to the 
capital city are also in strong demand and should 
con�nue to increase in value.
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House for Sale
Contact Agent : 31 Peninsula Crescent, Craigieburn
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 25 Spurr Street, Craigieburn
4 Beds  |  1 Bath  |  1 Car

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 12 Oxbow Street, Mickleham
3 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  1 Car

House for Sale
Virtual Inspec�on Available - Contact Agent :
31 Peninsula Crescent, Craigieburn
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 27 Ross Parade, Wallan
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 13 Flame Road, Kalkallo
3 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars



House for Sale
$500,000 - $530,000: 13 Telopea Avenue, Wallan
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 122 Roulston Way, Wallan
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 97 Horizon Boulevard, Greenvale
3 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 13 Moor Park Drive, Craigieburn
3 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  1 Car

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 15 Alexo Road, Mickleham
5 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars

House for Sale
Contact Agent : 2 Melody Way, Mickleham
4 Beds  |  2 Baths  |  2 Cars
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LAND FOR SALE IN CRAIGIEBURN
A MEGA OPPORTUNITY NOT TO BE MISSED!

Nestled in a quiet cul-de-sac in the heart of Craigieburn and only moments away from all major ameni�es, is this colossal block of 1,127m2 
(approx.). Offering the prospec�ve purchaser mul�ple avenues of poten�al, such as building your dream home in a picturesque loca�on 
or conver�ng it to a mul�-unit development (S.C.T.A) - the choice is yours.

Ameni�es in the vicinity:
• Shopping centres at Craigieburn Central and Plaza;
• Access to major arterial roads including Hume Highway;
• Luscious parklands such as Aitken Creek and Craigieburn Gardens;

14 Smeaton Court Craigieburn, VIC 3064
$570,000 - $610,000

• Primary and secondary schools;
• Local shops
• Public transport including bus stops and train sta�ons.

Land is fully fenced, �tled and ready to build. This is a unique block that presents an unbelievable opportunity that does not come by o�en.

Contact Agents : 


